September 2025 Newsletter

Welcome Fall!
Starting September 7th
Sunday School—9:45am
Worship—11:00am

Welcome fall! We are thrilled to be celebrating our 130th Anniversary this month!
Learn more on page 10 about our Anniversary weekend! We hope to see you all
here!

Prior to the anniversary celebration we have a whole host of activities to get back
into the swing of things!

Starting on Wednesday September 3rd, we will begin Bible Study at 6:30pm, see
more on page 7. Choir Rehearsal will also begin on September 3rd at 7:30pm, see

page 3.

Our final Adventure Club will be on September 6th at Theodore Roosevelt Island.
See page 5. All of our monthly activities are listed on pages 4 & 5. Learn about
Sunday School options on page 6.

On page 11, see information about an LGBTQIA+ Symposium. We will also be
helping out Northern Virginia Growing Project by holding a pumpkin sale! See
page 8.

We look forward to seeing you at all of our events and our Anniversary weekend
this month!

Manassas Church of the Brethren
130th Anniversary
1895-2025

‘From Generation to Generation:
‘Honoring owr History
while moving toward a Faithful Future




Pastor’s Page

We are in a season of listening. Our Explorations team has hosted 4 Listening
Sessions to date about the unexpected Property Proposal that we received earlier
this year, and we are looking forward to holding two more of these sessions in
September: Wednesday, September 10 at 6:45 pm in Room 209 or on Zoom; and
Sunday, September 14 at 9:45 am in the Youth Room. This last listening session
1s specifically designed for us to hear from our youth. In each of these sessions,
our ears and our hearts have been open to hear the concerns, the questions, and
the creativity of discerning the possibility of selling our property and moving to a
potentially new location. And also we are reminded over and over again that
where we are is holy ground. This is the place where we worship God, and
deepen our relationship with Jesus. This is the place where we celebrate life’s
greatest joys and some of our deepest sorrows. And so, we’re listening. We’re
listening to each other and most importantly, we’re listening to the moving of the
Holy Spirit in our midst. After our Listening Sessions end, there will be a time of
intentional prayer as we listen for God’s voice in our discernment. Please look
for more information to come about this time of prayer and please be in prayer
now for the ways that God is calling the Manassas Church of the Brethren to be a
community of care, where relationships matter, and our Christian discipleship
counts.

~ Pastor Mathg

— :
Worship Themes
Sept 7 - FaithX Sunday/(Un)Rest and Sept 21— 130th Anniversary Weekend!
Living with Purpose Scripture Text: Psalm 89:1
Scripture Text: Ephesians 4:1-3, Preacher: Pastor Mandy North
2 Chronicles 15:5 Worship Leader: Steve H.
Speaker: Pastor Mandy North
Worship Leader: FaithXers Sept 28 - TBD

Scripture Text: TBD
Sept 14 - Annual Conference Sunday - Preacher: Pastor Mark Pickens
Faith Working Through Love Worship Leader: TBD

Scripture Text: Galatians 5:6b,

1 Corinthians 13:1-3, 8-13

Speaker: Pastor Mandy North
Worship Leader: Chris E. & David S.




ActivitieS

House of Mercy — Mercy Fest 2025
Join us for a day of fun to help feed local families!

Enjoy live music, food, entertainment, family-friendly activities, local artisans, vendor booths,
and more — all in support of House of Mercy’s mission to feed and clothe over 100 families
each day. Join us at Mercy Fest 2025 on Saturday, September 27 at House of Mercy from 11
AM - 6 PM (8170 Flannery Court, Manassas). Early Bird Tickets: $10 / $20 (at the door) | $5

Youth.
Get your tickets today at
houseofmercyva.org/festival.
Vendor booth registration and five levels of Sponsorship opportunities also available!

Choir and Handbells

Our choir will resume practice on September 3rd at 7:30pm in the sanctuary. We
will also start handbells again on September 7th during the Sunday school hour at
9:45am. No experience needed for either choir or handbells! If you would like to
sing with the choir or play handbells, please contact the church office or Susan
Dommer.



http://www.houseofmercyva.org/festival
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SEPTEMBER 4TH AND 25TH
THURSDAYS
1:00PM-4:00PM

GCAMES!

WITH CONTRACT BRIDCE!

CHURCHOF THg 5,

Young Adult Lunch
12:30pm -September 7th
Benny Capalago's Pizza in Old Town Manassas

{{HOUSE oF M ERCY

CARDS &'

Retirees’ Luncheon

Great American Buffet!
Thursday September 18th
1:00pm

8365 Sudley Road

making God's love visible to those in need

House of Mercy Workday
September 11th
1:00pm—4:00pm

8150 Flannery Court

BUILDING 4/s4/ RESILIENCE

As part of our 130" Anniversary Weekend
Celebration we will be holding a crop walk
around our track. Everyone is invited to
participate!

For more information or to donate, click here:

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophunge
rwalks/event/manassasva



https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/event/manassasva

ANt
Secflball
Thursday September 25th! Fall Softball begins

11:30am Soon!

Cracker Parrel
Contact Sean N. if you

™ 0801 Battleview Phwy, Manassas, DA 20109 | . . .
. | | are interested in playing!

ADVENTURE GROUP Final Adventure Club

The MCOB Adventure Group (formerly
Hiking Group) will host its final outing

) on Saturday, September 6. All are
' ‘ welcome to join us as we celebrate the
'/ \ ) end of an era and bid farewell to
- :‘ P

g € ¥

co-founder Rebecca Voulgarakis, who is

embarking on her own adventure to

Chicago. We will meet in the parking lot
of Washington, DC's Theodore

ﬁ \ Roosevelt Island at 8am. Parking at the

island is limited; carpooling is available

upon request.

SERTEMBER 6- 8:00AM
Established in 2021 as an opportunity

THEODORE ROOSEVELT |SLAND . : .
for exercise, exploration, and socially

FINAL ADVENTURE CLUB OUTING! distanced fellowship, the Adventure
Group has hosted 30+ hikes and
excursions across Northern Virginia.
The Adventure Group will not return in
2026, so this is your last chance to take part in the fun! Whether you've enjoyed many early Saturday
mornings with us or you've always wondered what we're about, we'd be happy to see you on the 6th.

Please contact Tina Fisher or Rebecca V. for more information.




geptemBer—N ovember gunaay School

Fall 2025 Sunday School
Fall Sunday School Begins September 7

Classes for children and adults will meet from 9:45 to 10:45 each Sunday morning. Pre-K
through Jr. High classes will use the Shine Curriculum as they have in recent years. On some
Sundays, the Sr. High class will be piloting “Reach,” the new Shine curriculum for this age
group. On other Sundays, teacher and student interest will guide choices for discussion topics.

Adults will continue to have the choices of Caring Hands, Hand Bells, and a Sunday School
class that meets in the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday school hour. During September and
October, the class will explore a number of writings authored by members of our congregation,
past and present. Classes will be led by different volunteers each week. Please see the display
in our church library, choose a book, and let Donna House know that you would like to lead a
class. The schedule is still being developed. Jeanette Shonk will get us started with a book by
Dr. Alvin Conner, Sectarian Childrearing-The Dunkers 1708 — 1900 on September 7th.

Pre-K - Kindergarten |[Bonnie C. Elisa P., Donna H. Shine nursery
curriculum
Ist-5th Grades Mary Jane P., Megan A,, Shine
Kim S. curriculum
Jr. High Amanda B., David S.,, Shine
Mark P., Becky B. curriculum
Sr. High Leonard P., and Wayne K., Piloting
Alicia Ss. & Paul K. Reach
Mark P., Mandy N. (Shine)
Adults Looking for volunteers to teach one The Authors | Fellowship
Sunday during September and October | Among Us | Hall
Adults Cards & Caring Hands
Adults Handbells

Click Here to provide your child’s emergency information:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeSzBj2ThOhkJq6VPmp8XwQij72JtvB604IlvgbauwszUg8cNCO/viewform?

usp=header



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSzBj2Th0hkJq6VPmp8XwQj72JtvB604Ivqbauw5zUg8cNCQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSzBj2Th0hkJq6VPmp8XwQj72JtvB604Ivqbauw5zUg8cNCQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSzBj2Th0hkJq6VPmp8XwQj72JtvB604Ivqbauw5zUg8cNCQ/viewform?usp=header

Wednesday Bible Study

Fall Bible Study Series

Over the past few years, the Manassas Church of the Brethren has been discerning what it
means to be a more welcoming and inclusive congregation, especially as it pertains to our
siblings in Christ in the LGBTQ+ community. This fall, Pastors Mandy and Mark are going to
co-lead a Wednesday evening Bible study reading through biblical passages that are sometimes
called “clobber passages” against the LGBTQ+ community, as well as other passages that are
sometimes overlooked. This bible study will include a closer look at the original text, as well as
a historical and social context for the texts. All are welcome to join us on Wednesdays at 6:30
pm in Room 209 or via Zoom.

Part I: Old Testament

Date

Title

Scripture Reference

September 3, 2025

“In the Beginning...”

Genesis 1-2

September 17, 2025

“Sodom & Gomorrah”

Genesis 19:1-38, Ezekiel 16:49-50, Jude

6-7

September 24, 2025

“Levitical Law”

Leviticus 18-20

October 1, 2025

“David & Jonathan”

1 Samuel 18-20, 2 Samuel 1:26

Part II: New Testament

Date

Title

Scripture Reference

October 15, 2025

“What does Jesus say?”

Matthew 19:1-12

October 22, 2025

“No Distinction”

Acts 8:26-40

October 29, 2025

“Natural vs. Unnatural”

Romans 1:18-32

November 5, 2025

“Power Dynamics”

1 Corinthians 6:9-20

November 12, 2025

|ll

“Sexually Immora

1 Timothy 1:8-11, Revelation
21:8; 22:15

November 19, 20205

“God is Love”

1John 4

NOTES:

e September 10, 2025 is a Property Proposal Listening Session,

e On October 8§, 2025, we are taking a break for one week and will pick up again with Part II

on October 15.

Join Zoom Meeting

Zoom Information

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/77556836467?

pwd=YkIISXdwTGE2NkIMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09

Meeting ID: 775 568 3646

Password: 616882



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09

‘ Pumpkin Project \

Northern Virginia Growing Project:
PUMPKINS FOR SALE

In Fall of 2021, Pastor Tim Hollenberg-Duffey (Oakton COB) called Pastor Richard Wehrle
(Midland COB) to discuss partnering on a growing project to support global hunger relief in
partnership with Growing Hope Globally. Midland COB used 10 acres of their farmland and
a local farmer (Jimmy Messick) to plant grain. Their expenses for seed, fertilizer, and fuel
would be offset by sponsors and funds raised by the Northern Virginia Churches of the
Brethren. When the grain was sold at market, the profit would be given to Growing Hope
Globally.

In three years, from 2022-2024, this project raised $29,469.75! The total amount ful-
ly funded the Guatemala project with extra funds to spare. The team decided to take the ex-
tra funds to support the Mennonite Central Committee Project in Nepal Jahada. The full
breakdown of funds raised is:

$14,952 Guatemala

$7,217.78 Nepal Jehada

$2,299.97 Growing Hope Globally’s Overhead

$5,000 Corporate Sponsorship in our name to GHG Overhead.

Thank you all for your generosity and the partnership across our congregations! This
program is proof that we can do so much more together than we can alone!

With that in mind, we are moving forward in this mission as the Northern Virginia
Growing Project. We will be selling pumpkins grown by farmer Jay Yankey from Nokes-
ville. This project will support a Catholic Relief Services agricultural project in Myanmar/
Burma, a country recently hit by a devastating earthquake and dear to folks in Nokesville
who have a hometown missionary serving there.

In October, once the pumpkins are delivered to us at MCOB, you can help support this ef-
fort with a purchase of a pumpkin for $20. The purchase covers Jay Yankey’s growing cost
of the pumpkins with the rest going to the project. More details to come...

Let us join in a new way to do God’s work in helping farmers in food insecure regions feed
their communities!




Upcoming Changes to the Price of
Altar Flowers by Alicia S.

We recently received a letter from Flower Gallery
about an upcoming change to the cost of flower
arrangements which are featured as our altar flowers
each week. Starting October 1st, the cost per week for
these arrangements will go from $20 to $26. While this
may be disappointing news, we appreciate the
continued partnership with Flower Gallery to offer the lowest price possible for these
beautiful pieces used each week in our worship service. In addition, the Worship and
Music team has offered to pick up the arrangement each week to eliminate the cost
for delivery.

We will be contacting all of the congregants who have already signed up on the
flower chart for the remaining months of this year so that everyone is fully aware of
the change before it goes into effect. There are still dates available in October and
November to sign up to honor a loved one or celebrate an occasion and the chart is
available across from the church office. Be sure to note on checks when giving an
offering for flowers, or select the option for Altar Flowers if you give online via
GiveHub.

urch Board Meetings

onday, September 8th

Executive Committee at 6:15 pm
Church Board at 7:30 pm

Please check your email for more information.

e Numbers

t 2025 DE AEUN S
eekly Attendance/ for ﬁ”ﬂ
Worship a8
In-Person: 73
YouTube: 30 Deacon’s Meeting
September 14th

Weekly Offering Average: $7459.00 12:15pm




130th Anniversary

We're so excited for all of you to join us for the special events we have planned on Saturday, September
20th, and Sunday, September 21st. Please visit our website at: 130th Anniversary

To help set-up, clean-up, and bring lawn games for Saturday click here to sign-up: https://
www.signupgenius.com/20/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-58037583-130th

On Saturday September 20th, we will begin with a picnic celebration!

1:00am - Gather

12:00pm - Lunch (Please bring a dish to share)

1:00pm - 4:00pm - Games, Activities, and Fellowship: Moon Bounce, Lawn Games, Obstacle Course
BVS Cardmaking Station, Crop Walk around the track for CWS, 130-year interactive timeline

Ice Cream Sundae Bar

Our Sunday Schedule is as follows:

9:45am - Sunday School

11:00am - Worship

12:00pm - Catered Lunch (Please RSVP Here: MCoB Church Family: 130th Anniversary Sunday Ca-
tered Lunch - Please RSVP)

HOTEL INFORMATION
We have booked a block of hotel rooms at Tru by Hilton for the weekend. Please reserve as soon as you
are able. Here is all the information you need:

Group Code: 91B

Arrival Date: September 20, 2025

Departure Date: September 21, 2025

Reservation Link: https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?
ctvyhocn=MNZGWRU&groupCode=91B&arrivaldate=2025-09-20&departuredate=2025-09-
21&c1id=OM,WW.HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromld=HILTONLINKDIRECT

Hotel Details: Tru by Hilton

Address: 10550 Gateway Boulevard Manassas, VA 20110
Check-in: 3:00 PM

Check-out: 11:00AM

We can't wait to celebrate with you!



https://www.manassasbrethren.org/130th-anniversary.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-58037583-130th
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-58037583-130th
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=MNZGWRU&groupCode=91B&arrivaldate=2025-09-20&departuredate=2025-09-21&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=MNZGWRU&groupCode=91B&arrivaldate=2025-09-20&departuredate=2025-09-21&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=MNZGWRU&groupCode=91B&arrivaldate=2025-09-20&departuredate=2025-09-21&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
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Casa BruMar Foundation presents: 4th Annual LGBTQIA+ Symposium: Building Bridges 2025

Join us for a powerful day of connection, education, and empowerment at our 4th Annual
LGBTQIA+ Symposium: Building Bridges 2025!

Date: Saturday, September 13, 2025
Time: 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

***Doors open at 9:30am for attendees***

TICKETS HERE: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/casa-brumar-foundations-4th-
annual-lgbtgia-symposium-building-bridges--2025

Location: Room 2402, Life Science and Engineering Building
George Mason University — Science and Technology Campus
10900 University Blvd, Manassas, VA 20110

This year we will focus on strengthening allyship, community resilience, and cross-sector
partnerships to support and uplift LGBTQIA+ individuals across Northern Virginia and the
entire Commonwealth.

***This event is for ages 18 and up only.***

Expect a full day of:
Inspiring speakers
Engaging workshops
Networking opportunities
Community resources

A safe space for all voices

Whether you're part of the LGBTQIA+ community,

a passionate ally, educator, health professional, CASA B RU MAR

student, or advocate — this event is for YOU! T RS T
Acceptance. Assistance. Advocacy.

i on

Locat
1090Ai versity Bl vibSA Manassas, VA,



https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/casa-brumar-foundations-4th-annual-lgbtqia-symposium-building-bridges--2025
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/casa-brumar-foundations-4th-annual-lgbtqia-symposium-building-bridges--2025
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=38.7555139%2C-77.52149519999999&query_place_id=EigxMDkwMCBVbml2ZXJzaXR5IEJsdmQsIE1hbmFzc2FzLCBWQSwgVVNBIjESLwoUChIJfX-j_LVdtokRekSOTqfoS50QlFUqFAoSCaPt3I_JXbaJEa_Xziakhatp
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I am Louisa Loe. I teach Flute, Piano, Oboe, and Voice lessons in Manassas VA, and have been teaching privately
for over 34 years. I have also been an active freelance Flutist and Woodwind Doubler for the same duration. I am
a graduate of Shenandoah University with a Major in Flute Performance, Minors in Piano and Voice, and Minor
credits in Oboe, with continued education. I have performance experience on Clarinet and Saxophone as well.

My students are consistently selected for Principal spots in their school music programs, and are selected for Honor
Bands, Orchestras, and Choirs through middle and high school. I regularly have Marching Band Section Leaders
and Drum Majors in my Studio as well. Additionally, we have professionally recorded In Person Studio Recitals
twice a year, with Senior Recitals in the Spring, which are also professionally recorded - both by CYM Video and
Photography.

I have been teaching online through Zoom then Google Meet for the past 5 years due to Pandemic, and it has gone
remarkably well. My students have been progressing beautifully, and are not only staying the course, but continue
to advance steadily. Happily, I have resumed in person lessons.

I am teaching both in person and online, and am currently taking students. Some students are taking lessons
online, some in person, and some are taking a mix of both.

If you have any students who are interested in catching up, advancing, preparing for auditions, performances, have
more performance opportunities, etc., or are just wanting to improve for their own
personal enjoyment - we endeavor to always work hard and have fun!

Flute ( beginner through advanced)

Piano ( beginner through advancing)

Oboe ( beginner through intermediate/advancing)
Voice ( beginner through intermediate/ advancing)

Louisa Loe

Freelance Flutist, Woodwind Doubler

Music Studio of Louisa Loe

Private Instruction - Flute, Piano, Oboe, Voice
Manassas, VA

Studio - 703 368 8841 ( 10 am - 9 pm )
Studio9763@aol.com (preferred for contact)

(REATER MANASSAS CHILDREN'S gyyp oy
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Open Rehearsals
Weekly Rehearsals Septembarctall 1

Join your friends and make new friends
Each Thursday from 6:15pm-7:30pm

Melody Choir (K-1) 6:15pm-7:00pm
at Manassas Baptist Church

greatermanassaschildrenschoir.org
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MANASSAS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
10047 NOKESVILLE ROAD

MANASSAS VIRGINIA 20110
www.manassasbrethren.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ANI KRI &a

1-TODD R 19-TRAVIS R.
2-GILMER A. 20-IRVIN H.
2-SEAN N 20-JERRY P.
2-ANASTASIA P. 20-KEVIN W 50 & A
. | . pat
SLISA K. 23 AMANDA B. 'YYAODBSNRI NASa
5-MARCB, 24-TRAVIS B.
5-MARGIE H. 24-OLIVIA K. 8-JIM AND SYLVIA B.
7-DANIEL H. 25-KAREN C. 12-JERRY AND DIANE P.
9-ALICIAS. 25-WHITNEY R. 16-JAY AND JEAN J.
13-MEG A. 26-ANITA A. 19-CHUCK AND MARIR.
13-CARLAB. 27-KEVIN F. 20-LOUIS AND CHRISTA H.
14-PRESTON L. 28-EDWARD K. 21-ANNA AND TRAVIS W.
15-PEGGY P. 29-JENR. 26-CHRIS AND KELLY K.
17-TRISTEN C. 27-LARRY AND NANCY F.
18-LINDSEY V. 27-DICK AND NANCY P.
We'd love to celebrate with you! Share your birthday or
anniversary with the Church Office:
office@manassasbrethren.org
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