Manassas Church of the Brethren
September 2022 Newsletter

Welcome Autumn!
The autumnal equinox is upon us and as we look forward to cooler days and to
God’s beautiful creation, in all the glorious colors of fall, at MCoB we are getting
back to our pre-covid schedule.
Our hike this month will be at Huntley Meadows Park on September 3rd at
8:30am. See page 5 for more information.
Choir practice will recommence on Wednesday September 7th at 7:30pm. Please
contact Susan D. if you would like to join our choir! We will also have a handbell
choir, which will practice during the Sunday School hour. See page 10.
We will resume our regular Sunday school/worship schedule on September 11th.
Sunday school classes for adults, youth, and kids begin at 9:45am. Please see page
10 for more details on our Sunday School options. Worship will begin at 11:00am.
Worship days included this month are Christian Education Sunday on September
11th, The International Day of Prayer for Peace on September 18th (see page 13),
and September 25th is Communications Sunday, where we will launch our new
website. See page 3 for further details.
We will hold a Family Pizza and Game night on September 23rd from 6-8pm.
Please see page 4, and don’t forget to register by
contacting the church office!
There will be a few opportunities to serve this
month. We will volunteer at House of Mercy
Thrift Store on September 8. We are also hosting
a Red Cross Blood Drive on September 28th, see
page 9 for the link.
There are so many ways to jump into fall with us,
and we’re looking forward to having you be a
part of our ministries.

Pastor’s Page
Stewardship. It’s a word that you will be hearing more about this month,
especially as we kick off our fall programs and start our new Adult Sunday
School Class. So what do you think of when you hear the word “stewardship?”
Tithing? Offering? Money? Maybe all these words come to mind. Stewardship is
the job of taking care of something, or managing resources. We are called to be
good stewards of our time, our talents, and our treasures, to manage these
resources well. We are also called to be good stewards of the earth and of God’s
creation. As we look forward to planning and preparing the 2023 budget, as well
as continuing with our 2022 Capital Campaign, we will want to discern what it
means to be good stewards of the resources we’ve been given. As you look
throughout this newsletter, there are lots of opportunities to practice good
stewardship. For example, donating much needed items to SERVE, or making a
financial gift to help with the respite care that Washington City COB is doing
with Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid Network, or volunteering time with House of
Mercy, or participating in our Blood Drive. This is just a small number of ways
that we can serve and give. Please join us this month as we keep the conversation
going on stewardship and explore ways that we can be even better stewards.

~ Pastor Mandy

Worship Themes
Sept 4
Theme: From the Heart
Scripture Text: James 2:8-13, Mark 7:1423
Speaker: Rev. Mandy North
Worship Leader: TBD
Sept 11— Christian Education Sunday
Scripture Text: Proverbs 4:1-9
Preacher: Rev. Mandy North
Worship Leader: Christian Education
Ministry Team

Sept 18—International Day of Prayer for
Peace
Scripture Text: Luke 10:25-37
Speaker: Rev. Mandy North
Worship Leader: TBD
Sept 25—Communications Sunday
Scripture Text: Psalm 19:1-4, 14
Preacher: Rev. Mandy North
Worship Leader: Communications
Ministry Team

News
Christian Education Sunday—September 11th
Our Christian Ed Ministry will lead worship on September 11th. They will
present the many activities during the summer, and looking forward to our new Fall
Sunday School Curriculum, which can be found on Page 10.
Communications Sunday—September 25th
Our Communications Ministry Team will speak about their many projects that
have improved our communications. They have added additional WiFi boosters,
worked endlessly on the Sound Board, in addition to overseeing our new website!
Click Here to see the new site: https://www.manassasbrethren.org/
Sr. High Beach Retreat
is September 16-18.
This is for all 9-12
grade youth. The cost is
$60. Registration is due
by September 12.
Please contact the
church office or Briana
B. for the form.

Executive Committee and Church Board Meetings
Monday September 12th
Executive Committee at 6:15 pm
Church Board at 7:30 pm
Please check your email for more information.

Attendance and Giving
August 2022
Average Weekly Views for Worship
In-Person: 62
YouTube: 60
Weekly Offering Average: $3299.17

Deacon’s
Meeting
September 11th
12:00pm
Deacons look for more
information to come!

Join our Family Pizza and Game Night on September 23rd! Please join us for some
fun, pizza, and fellowship! Please bring a game and your own drink as well as a
dessert (cookies, etc.) to share. Please register by calling the church office at
703-368-4783 or via email at office@manassasbrethren.org.

September Hike
Hiking Group will be meet at Huntley
Meadows Park on September 3, 2022 at
8:30am.
The park is home to a nationally significant
historic house, majestic forests, wildflowerspeckled meadows and vast wetlands
bursting with life. Some of the best wildlife
watching in the Washington metropolitan
area is here. Hope you can join us!

We will meet in the parking lot by 8:30am
for a leisurely hike around the Lockheed
Boulevard & Harrison Lane Trails. For
more detailed information, visit the website:
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows-park/

Retirees’ Luncheon
We are returning to Great
American Buffet! Join us!
Thursday
September 15th at 1:00pm
8365 Sudley Rd, Manassas, VA 20109
Acolyte Training
Meet Mrs. Terrie C. in the Sanctuary following worship at 12:00 pm on September 8th!
All children 3rd grade and up are welcome to join !

Focus on Migrant Justice
On Earth Peace,
“Moving Beyond Our Borders”
Our partner organization, On Earth
Peace, is hosting a panel discussion
and webinar on September 7 at
2:00pm, E.S.T. titled “Moving
Beyond Our Borders.” You are
cordially invited to join this free
event to share and learn about national immigration happenings. This is an
opportunity to connect with other advocates and activists to share local,
regional, and national ideas. You can register at:
https://www.onearthpeace.org/moving_beyond_borders
Sunday Migrant Respite at
Washington City Church of the Brethren
By Tina F.
The Washington City Church of the Brethren
has been providing respite care on Sundays for
the migrant arrivals bused from Texas in partnership with other local
churches and the Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid Network.
Volunteers from Children’s Disaster Services, along with other childcare
focused volunteers, have also been helping by setting up a friendly space
for children to play while their parents are taken to a separate area and
given some essential supplies. Caring for the needs of our asylum-seeking
friends on Sundays is scheduled to continue through the month of
September. To help, we are asking for monetary donations to purchase
necessary supplies for the children and their families.
Please consider giving of your financial resources as you are able. The
deadline for monetary donations is September 18, 2022.
You can make a check out to Manassas Church of the Brethren with
‘Sunday Migrant Respite’ in the memo line.

Events

Several members of our congregation will be attending this great event for knitters and
crocheters. We will meet at the church on Saturday, September 24 by 8:15 am to
carpool. We will stop for lunch at El Maguey Mexican Restaurant in Front Royal on
the way back. Please contact the church office or Bev V. for more information.
Please make sure you register before the event!
Click Here to purchase your tickers and learn more:
https://www.shenandoahvalleyfiberfestival.com/

Ministry Opportunities
New Community Project Learning Tour
Go. Meet. Learn. Grow.
Change - yourself and your world.
Great experiences of the planet and its people with good traveling companions. Safe
but simple accommodations. Open to all ages. Please register as early as possible, as
trips may be cancelled if there are insufficient registrations - or may fill up. Prices
reflect all on-the-ground costs; airfares, Covid tests and visa costs are borne by
participants.
Nepal Learning Tour
Time & Location:
Jan 11, 2023, 7:00 PM – Jan 22, 2023, 7:00 PM Kathmandu, Nepal
Leaving on January 9, 2023 and arriving back in the states on January 23, 2023
About The Event:

Cost: $850 (plus airfare to and from Kathmandu)
NCP is offering a reduced registration fee for Manassas COB for this Learning Tour,
and we’d love to sponsor a group to go. Contact the church office if interested!
Hosted by the anti-sex-trafficking group and NCP partner Shakti Samuha. Visit cultural
and religious sites; meet women and girls NCP grants support for economic
development and education; visit Chitwan National Park, home to preservation efforts
for rhinos, elephants and Bengal tigers; take an overnight trek to an awe-inspiring view
of the Annapurna Range (moderately strenuous, alternative transportation available);
discuss environmental challenges of the region; bask in the glory of the Himalaya.
Leaders: David Radcliff, Shakti Samuha staff

Choir and Handbells
Our choir will resume practice on September 7th at 7:30pm in the sanctuary. We
will also start handbells again on September 11th during the Sunday school hour
at 9:45am. No experience needed for either choir or handbells! If you would like
to sing with the choir or play handbells, please contact the church office or Susan
D.

Ways to Give
As we prepare our children and households for going back
to school, there are still many families that are in shelters
and in need of basic supplies. Please consider picking up a
few extra items for those in need while you are shopping.
You may put the items in the Serve bins located in the
Narthex.
Top NVFS SERVE Shelter Needs
•
New underwear for men, women, and children
•
New t-shirts for men, women, and children
•
New light-weight socks for men, women, and
children
•
Queen sized air mattresses
•
Queen sized sheets/ bedding sets
•
New bed pillows
•
Paper towels
•
Toilet paper
•
Paper plates
•
Cereal snack packs
•
Face Masks
•
Gas gift cards (Sheetz, WaWa, etc.)

Volunteers Needed!
We will be meeting at House of
Mercy Thrift Store at 1pm on
Thursday, September 8th to
help in the food pantry.
For more information about the New Food Pantry Expanded Space, please visit
the website:
https://houseofmercyva.org/
Blood Drive
Wednesday 9/28, 9:00am—3:00pm
Click here to sign-up:
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donationtime

September—November Sunday School
Starting September 11th, at 9:45am, our Sunday school Schedule for fall is:
Pre-K—1st Shine Curriculum w/ Megan A., Mary Jane P., and Bonnie C. in
Room 309.
2nd—5th Shine Curriculum w/ Christy L. & Kim S. in Room 303.
Jr./Sr. High Youth Shine Curriculum w/ Briana B. in the Youth Room.
Adult Sunday School:
Stewardship course led by Mandy N. and Carol R. in the Fellowship Hall.
Cards and Caring hands group will meet in Room 209.
Handbell Choir w/ Susan D. in the Choir Room.
We will offer Bible Study on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm, studying each week’s
scripture. This month the Wednesday scriptures are:
•
•
•

Each week, our children and
youth (Pre-K through 12th
grade) will be learning these
scripture texts and themes
during their weekly Sunday
School classes.

September 14th —Proverbs 4:1-9
September 21st—Luke 10:25-37
September 28th—Psalm 19:1-4, 14

Stewardship
Invitation to Give
By Tina F.
Thinking about what Invitation to Give means exactly, I asked myself these questions:
What are we giving and what are we giving for?
Our mission statement, created by church leadership many years ago is this:
We are a community of care, where relationships matter and Christian discipleship counts
As a full-time member of church staff, I have the privilege of seeing this in action every day.
Responding to the despair of a widow that could not afford the high cost of her utility bill during one of
the coldest winters in several years and connecting her with a community-based non-profit that could
help with the necessary repairs to keep her home more adequately insulated.
Proving A safe and accessible place for a young father of four to visit with his children while going
through the ravages of divorce. Ministering grace as a gentle way forward through the brokenness of
divorce and offering prayerful guidance on the way forward.
We are a community of care, where relationships matter and Christian discipleship counts
Offering a convenient and affordable place to spend the night for two Child Disaster Services workers
travelling to serve at the Washington City Church of the Brethren early on a Sunday morning, making
their journey less difficult so they could focus on the needs of the children they would be ministering
to, helping those seeking financial assistance for rent, food, and utilities and providing them with the
necessary resources that will provide a more sustainable future for their families.
We are a community of care, where relationships matter and Christian discipleship counts
Being a voice for those in the community suffering from addiction and mental illness, seeking solutions
for providing affordable housing in PWC, and equitable justice when the system has failed them.
Working as volunteers once a month in one of the local food pantries, where the need is so great, it
keeps increasing every day.
We are a community of care, where relationships matter and Christian discipleship counts
Deacons caring for those in the congregation that are ill or recovering from illness, providing meals,
phone calls, visits or whatever is necessary and helpful to those families in need of a little TLC.
Ministry Teams giving their time and talents serving the body of Christ through their commitment to
church board meetings, church clean-up, sound system repairs, Christian education programs for all
ages, musicians sharing their talents and countless other ways the congregation serves the church
family.
Providing hospitality within our church building for community groups, support groups, sports groups,
and social events that enrich the lives of many.
We are a community of care, where relationships matter and Christian discipleship counts
So, to answer the questions what are we giving and what are we giving for? We are giving ourselves,
our time, our talents and our financial resources to keep the Manassas Church of the Brethren
flourishing and in so doing, we are helping our community flourish as well.
As St Francis of Assisi prayed, For it is in giving that we may receive. Amen.

Artists and Crafters Wanted! We will host our Arts and Crafts Festival on November
5th! This is an opportunity for you to share your creations. If you make anything with your
hands, such as candles, quilts, jewelry, cards, baked goods, and especially artwork; you are
welcome to join us! Tables cost $25 and we ask that each vendor provide an item for our
silent auction.
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Birthdays
1-TODD R.
2-GILMER A.
2-SEAN N.
2-ANASTASIA P.
3-LISA K.
3-LORA V.
5-MARC B.
5-MARGIE H.
5-CHARLENE M.
6-JASON G.
7-DANIEL H.
9-COTTON J.
9-TODD R.
9-ALICIA S.
13-CARLA .
14-PRESTON L.
15-PEGGY P.
17-TRISTEN C.
18-LINDSEY V.

19-TRAVIS R.
19-AMY R.
20-IRVIN H.
20-JERRY P.
20-KEVIN W.
21-BRIAN G.
22-CHARLES M.
23-AMANDA B.
24-TRAVIS B.
24-JAMES G.
24-OLIVIA K.
25-KAREN C.
25-WHITNEY R.
26-ANITA A.
27-KEVIN F.
28-EDWARD K.
28-RHONDA C.
29-JEN R.

Anniversaries
8-JIM AND SYLVIA B.—65th!!!
12-JERRY AND DIANE P.
19-CHUCK AND MARI R.
20-LOUIS AND CHRISTA H.
21-ANNA AND TRAVIS W.
23-STEVE AND LILLIAN G.
26-CHRIS AND KELLY K.
27-LARRY AND NANCY F.
27-DICK AND NANCY P.

