Manassas Church of the Brethren
October 2025 Newsletter

Welcome to October at MCOB!

Fall 1s here, and what a wonderful start to the season we had with our 130th
Anniversary celebration—it was such a joy to see friends old and new, and fun
was had by all.

As we move into October, our regular activities begin with Bible Study and
Choir on Wednesdays starting October 1st, and our Cards & Games Club meeting
on Thursday, October 2nd. Please note there will be no doughnut breakfast on
October 5th due to our Love Feast; instead, join us on Sunday, October 12th, for
a doughnut breakfast prior to Cindy LaPrade Lattimer preaching as part of our
ongoing 130th Anniversary celebration.

We will also continue with our monthly events including House of Mercy (see
page 10), Retirees’ Luncheon, Lovina Conner Circle Lunch, Young Adult Lunch,
and Adult Fellowship (see pages 8-9), with the softball schedule listed on page 9.

Scholarship applications for Spring 2026 are now open (see page 4), and on
October 18th we will host a fall festival fundraiser for Farthest Corners (see page
5). Opportunities to serve in worship services are available (see page 10), and
those interested in membership can find information on page 14.

This month, we are also collecting items for our Fall Food Drive (see page 11),
and pumpkins will be on sale for $20 to support Growing Hope Globally (see
page 14).

Be sure to learn more about our Cards & Caring Hands Sunday School class (see
page 11) and check the adult Bible Study schedule on page 7. You can find
Sunday School curriculum on page 8. On Sunday, October 19th, we encourage
everyone to attend the VOICE event in support of affordable housing—we hope
to have at least 10 members participate (see page 13).

Finally, mark your calendars for our 25th Annual Fall Festival on Saturday,
October 25th (see page 6), and be sure to invite your friends. We look forward to
a meaningful and joy-filled October together!



Pastor’s Page

The Tale of Two Worship Services

On the last Sunday of September, I attended two separate worship services online: 1) the mega
non-denominational church that my parents regularly attend, and 2) our own Manassas Church
of the Brethren. During the first service, the preacher asked what church means to the
congregation. Is it is a place you go to on Sundays or is it a community you belong to? Is it a
worship service that you attend or is it where you actively participate? Throughout the worship
service, there were 3 different people that spoke (all adults) and maybe another 6 or so who
served as musicians. Then I worshiped online with us, the Manassas Church of the Brethren,
where almost 30 participated in the service of all ages, from our older adults who attended
NOAC to our children during the Children’s Story to our
chancel choir singing the anthem. In the first service, the lights
were dim on the congregation and you couldn’t see anyone in
worship. In our service, my husband, Sean, sent me this pic of
Anna Williams with a sleeping Emily. It’s a reminder to me
that we are the church: our pastors, our musicians, our older
adults, our children together as a community of care, where

@ our relationships matter, and our Christian discipleship counts.

~Pastor Mandy
Worship Themes

October 5: World Communion October 19: The Lord is Your Keeper
Sunday Love Feast Scripture: Psalm 121
Scripture: John 13 Speaker: Pastor Mandy
Worship Leaders: Pastors Mandy & Worship Leader: TBD
Mark
October 12: 130th Anniversary October 26: I have Kept the Faith
Scripture: Luke 1:39-45.56 Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Speakers: Cindy LaPrade Lattimer Speaker: Pastor Mandy
Worship Leader: Pastor Mandy Worship Leader: Karen C.

If you would like to serve as a Worship Leader , please talk with Pastor Mandy
New Worship Leaders are always welcome!



World Communion Sunday/Love Feast

World Communion Sunday and Love Feast

For World Communion Sunday, we will celebrate
with a simple meal, feet washing and communion
during the worship hour. Our worship will take

place in the Fellowship Center beginning at
11:00am

Everyone 1s invited to come for this special time of
worship, and to participate at your comfort
level.

Meal: Ham, turkey, and chicken salad sandwiches, hummus and pita
bread, cheese, carrots, celery, & grapes.

Stewardship by the Numbers Executive Committee and Church
September 2025 Board Meetings
Average Weekly Attendance/ for Monday, October 13th
Worship
Executive Committee at 6:15 pm
In-Person: 98 Church Board at 7:30 pm
YouTube: 36

Please check your email for more
Weekly Offering Average: $7804.00 information.




‘ Education & Enrichment Spring Scholarshik

N Manassas

= Y Church of the Brethren

Education & Enrichment
Scholarships

Apply Now for our Spring 2026 Scholarships!
Applications are due November 1st!

Scan the QR Code to

APPLY TODAY!

Now is the time to fill out yoYoaucansg¢hol ar
scan the QR Code or Click Here: https://forms.gle/eZX8f2BzqX4H52x6
Applications are due November 1,2025. The Education and Enrichment Fund offers
scholarships up to $500 for seminary and college students affiliated with the
Manassas Church of the Brethren. This scholarship is also available for workshops,
conferences, and seminars that encourage lifelong learning, especially as it relates to
the ministries of the church.



https://forms.gle/eZX8ff2BzqX4H52x6

Farthest Corners Fall Festival!

garthest  pa|| Festival

BENEFIT FOR FARTHEST CORNERS

ﬁ SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18
«J 10:00AM - 2:00PM

LIVE MUSIC & FUN
MANASSAS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN i”% j‘*
0047 NOKESVILLE ROAD, MANASSAS . = .

R,
! ﬂ:—; -

Performances by The Faithful Four Blue Grass Band
Greater Manassas Children’s Choir : :
Progressive Dance Studio
—“ GMCC

Los Martinez Mexican Street Food Bounce House with Slide
Deffelaf o Barrel Train Rides
N Free Lawn Games @
h Arts, Crafts, and Product Vendors PROGRESSIVE

Bake Sale and Food Vendors
Raffle items: Autumn Quilt, Large hand-crafted Platter, Wind River Chimes, Solar Video Bird Feeder

Admission is free. Proceeds from bake sale, Farthest Corners craft table, wrist bands for Bounce
House and Barrel Train admission, and Vendor fees will benefit Farthest Corners. Farthest Corners is
a nonprofit supporting the people of Burma (Myanmar) who continue to suffer the effects of war as
well as natural disasters.
Farthest Corners Mission Projects include:
— Management of a hostel/orphanage that now supports over fifty children.
-~ Food relief and reconstruction aid after the devastating March 28 earthquake.
— Support for local ministries through teaching, training, and resourcing local churches.
- Relief supplies for people inside Burma and along its border.




S¢AN THE QR CODE TO COMPLETE YOUR
SIGN-UP TO ATTEND FALL FESTIVAL

‘H‘oo bl

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO HELP OR BRING
SOMETHING TO SHARE

You are cordially invited to celebrate autumn at Fall Festival 2025! Let's gather
together for fellowship, food, and festivities in the Manassas Church of the
Brethren Fellowship Center on Saturday, October 25, 2025, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Come enjoy dinner, games, and fun with family and friends as we celebrate the
25th Fall Festival to be held in the MCOB Fellowship Center!

Adults, junior high youth, and senior high youth are invited to run an activity
station. Friends are welcome! All are encouraged to wear non-scary costumes.
SCAN THE QR CODE TO COMPLETE YOUR SIGN-UP OR CONTACT SHERRIE
WAMPLER WITH QUESTIONS at EMAIL- the6wamplers@hotmail.com CALL/TEXT -
(703) 309-4651.

1. Let us know how many of your family and friends plan to attend so we may plan
accordingly for food and prizes.
2. Share how many children will be joining your group along with their ages.
3. Review the items needed and consider what you may be able to contribute to
support the festival. Thank you!




Fall Bible Study—Wednesdays 6:30pm

Fall Bible Study Series

Over the past few years, the Manassas Church of the Brethren has been discerning what it means to be a
more welcoming and inclusive congregation, especially as it pertains to our siblings in Christ in the
LGBTQ+ community. This fall, Pastors Mandy and Mark are going to co-lead a Wednesday evening
Bible study reading through biblical passages that are sometimes called “clobber passages” against the
LGBTQ+ community, as well as other passages that are sometimes overlooked. This bible study will
include a closer look at the original text, as well as a historical and social context for the texts. All are
welcome to join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in Room 209 or via Zoom.

Part I: Old Testament
Date Title Scripture Reference

October 1, 2025 “David & Jonathan” 1 Samuel 18-20, 2 Samuel 1:26

Part II: New Testament

Date Title Scripture Reference
October 15, 2025 “What does Jesus say?” Matthew 19:1-12
October 22, 2025 “No Distinction” Acts 8:26-40
October 29, 2025 “Natural vs. Unnatural” Romans 1:18-32
November 5, 2025 “Power Dynamics” 1 Corinthians 6:9-20
November 12, 2025 “Sexually Immoral” 1 Timothy 1:8-11,

Revelation 21:8; 22:15

November 19, 20205 “God 1s Love” 1 John 4

NOTES: On October 8, 2025, we are taking a break for one week and will
pick up again with Part II on October 15.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/77556836467?
pwd=YKIISXdwTGE2NkIMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09

Meeting ID: 775 568 3646
Password: 616882



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09

Fall Sunday School—Authors Among Us

Adult Sunday School Class: Authors Among Us

This October, we are continuing our ~Authors Among Us™ Sundav Series, sharing writings and books
by our own church family. These books are available in our own church library to check out and read.

Here’s the schedule for this month:
Sunday Class Leader Title Author
October 5 Mary Ellen It's All Clear Aleene Evans
Colandene
October 12 Briana Bass Various Titles Briana Bass
October 19 Linda Tax The Blistering Morning Mist Kathy Kurtz
October 26 Luke Croushormn Dutrageous And Courageous Fred Bermmhard

Pre-K through 8% Grade Sunday School Class: Exile and Restoration

This October, our children in Pre-K through 8% grades will be using Shine curriculum during the
Sundav School hour. Here are the lesson themes for this month:

Oct. 5

Oct. 12

Oct. 19

Oct. 26

King Josiah 2Kings 22:1-23:25
Fall of Jerusalem 2 Kings 24:18 -25:15
Promise of a Mew Isaiah 65:17-25
Jerusalem

A New Covenant

Jeremiah 29:11-14;

We can follow God wholeheartedly.

We can turn to God in desperate situations.

PKK: God is with us when we feel afraid.

31:1-14, 31-34

Woe can trust God's promise of peace.

We can seek and know God.

PKK: We can all know God.

PEK is PreK-Kindergarten

Senior High Sunday School Class: Whole People, Holy People: Faith and Mental Health

Qur Senior High Youth (Grades 9-12) are piloting a new curriculum called Reach by the same

publishers as the Shine curriculum as our children. Here are their lesson themes for this month:

Responding with Lament

Lamentations (excerpts); Psalm 13

Solidarity in Suffering

1 Samuel 16:14-23; Psalm 40

Finding Hope

1 Kings 191-1&; Psalm 91

Mowving Toward Healing

Luke 8:40, 43-48; Psalm 23




Children’s Church Leaders

Children’s Church is Calling ! Will You Respond?

We are blessed with families who attend
and are active members in our
congregation! Many have children who
love life and love to play and learn. We
are a community of faith who identifies
often as a Family who comes to support
one another and care for one another as we
affirm and extend our welcome to all who
come through our doors. Some serve and
are serving faithfully where they are
needed and where God has gifted them. They have served consistently and with
strength and persistence. There is room and open space for more to serve. Our
Children’s Church at Manassas Church of the Brethren is looking for more vol-
unteers to help with our Children’s Church ministry that happens on Sunday
mornings  following Children’s Story in morning worship. Children’s Church
1s about 20 minutes long and we invite leaders to share stories, play games, or
create activities for the kids to do that connects back to the worship theme. Pastor
Mark and the Christian Education Ministry Team can help resource you so you
are equipped to lead our children. All Children’s Church leaders must have
completed our Child Protection Policy training, including a background check
ahead of time. If you are interested and want to learn more about this ministry
before committing to it, please let us know! We’d love to create the opportunity
for you to serve alongside one of our current leaders to see how it goes.

Are you someone who has ever thought about working with children, but
never have? Do you enjoy hanging out with them and allowing their parents to
enjoy time being spiritually nourished supported with other adults? Do you carry
with you a calling that consists of creativity that is yet to be released or simply a
heart to serve where you are needed? This is Great! Children’s Church is
calling, and we would like you to respond to it. You will not only give parents
and other adult leaders and teachers as well as volunteers a break to find
nourishment and care with other adults in morning worship. You will allow the
children of our community and congregation the joy and the privilege to continue
to find space while with us to play, listen, and learn about God’s Love in their
lives and in the life of people around them and all over the world. Please reach
out to Donna House of Christian Education Team, Pastor Mark Pickens, if you
have any questions or wish to sign up to serve with Children’s Church. You can
also go to our sign-ups on page 12 to volunteer!



Events

Retirees’ Luncheon

Thursday October 16th
1:00pm

Great American Buffet
8365 Sudley Road

i| House of Mercy
= Workday!

Thursday
BR October 9th
- 1:00pm-4:00pm.

Please arrive at
the House of
Mercy thrift store at 1:00pm.
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Young Adult Lunch
October 5th—1 2 :pm O
Potbelly in Gainesville

8170 Flannery Court

na Conner Circle Ladi

Thursday October 23rd
11:30am

 Cracker Parrel

0801 Battleview Phuwy, Manassas, DA 22

ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Sunday October 19th
12:30pm

Mellow Mushroom
14335 Newbrook Drive
Chantilly, VA 20151
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Share your Time & Talents
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Feed the Hungry — Volunteer at
House of Mercy!
- By Jan Hawkins
il On September 11, a small but dedicated
i il oroup from our congregation volunteered
i< at House of Mercy as part of the 911
{“%% = National Day of Service and
\'\\ Remembrance (honoring those who lost
their lives in the terrorist attacks on
September 11, 2001). We assisted the
# House of Mercy Food Pantry by

portioning beans and rice into family-sized bags which are given to those
seeking food assistance. Volunteers assembled 237 bags of rice and 241 bags of
beans for a total of 478 bags. While this may seem like a lot, House of Mercy
provides food assistance to over 1,000 households monthly, so this food was
probably distributed to families within one week!

More volunteers are always needed to help House of Mercy staff continue
providing food for vulnerable families! We volunteer the second Thursday of
each month, 1pm to 4pm, at their Food Pantry, 8170 Flannery Court, Manassas
20109. The remaining volunteer dates for 2025 will be October 9, November 13
and December 11. Come join us and do your part to help fight hunger in our
local community! For more information or to sign up, please contact Tina Fisher.
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-acolytes#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-sound#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-sound#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-ushers#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-childrens1#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-childrens1#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-nursery2#/

Fall Food Drive

FALL
FOOD DRIVE

This year we will be collecting the following items (please
bring your items to the narthex by November 2nd):

. Beans
. Flour :
3 S . Lentils
g Riie o Soup/Broth
! 3 Shelf-stable Milk
o Cornbread Mix g
: . Canned Fruit
o Muffin MIx ; :
L e Cooking Oil/Spray
o Bisquick
. Peanut Butter
. Gravy : Jell
2 B siuffing 3 Cranberr ySauce
e Canned Vegetables (Corn, Green y
J Apple Sauce
Beans, Carrots, Peas)
. Pasta
. Instant Potatoes
. Pasta Sauce
. Canned Sweet Potatoes >
. Pancake Mix
. Cereal/Oatmeal
o Pancake Syrup

Cards & Caring Hands By Jan Hawkins

Find Your Creative Energy — Join Us at Cards &
Caring Hands!

If you enjoy seeing handcrafted items and want to learn how it’s done,
we have a perfect Sunday morning group for you! The Cards & Caring
* ¥ Hands group meets every Sunday morning at 9:45 in Room 209 - no

: ‘ : -~ experience is necessary. Members are happy to help you get started, and
all sk111 levels from novice to expert are welcome! Don’t worry if you don’t have any yarn or supphes
there’s supplies available to share. If you’re working on a project and have a question, please stop in to
ask — someone is always available to help and provide hands-on assistance!

We meet, chat, share, and enjoy one another’s company all while knitting, crocheting, cross stitching,
embroidering, or whatever craft you enjoy. It’s a fun group and a wonderful prelude to the Sunday
service.

If you’re considering making handmade gifts for Christmas this year, this is a wonderful opportunity to
get started. Please see Terrie Cox, Bev Vogel or Jan Hawkins for more information or stop by Room
209 to meet us!

Announcement: We are beginning to make scarves, hats and gloves to be donated to the SERVE
Shelter in December. If you’ve always wanted to try to make any of these items, come join us to get an
early start on a project!



District Conference

Mid-Atlantic District Conference is
October 10-11 at Union Bridge Church of
the Brethren. Our delegates are Mary Jane
Pumphrey, Pastor Mark, Devon Hess-
Dunafin, and Pastor Mandy. Please pray for
our delegates and our district as we conduct

CENTERE D business together, learn in workshops, and
ON CHRIST worship with our district.

Stewardship

Financial News

As of September, we are facing a $37,000 deficit for the year. This is
similar to last year’s shortfall at this point, and with faithful giving we
were able to close the gap by year’s end.

Our ability to serve others and carry out our ministries depends on the
financial support of the congregation. We ask that you prayerfully
consider your giving in the coming months so that together we can
finish the year strong and continue the important work God has called
us to do. Donations can be made here:
https://www.manassasbrethren.org/support.html

or via the offering plate on Sunday.

Membership

Become a Member!

Are you interested in learning more about the Church of the Brethren
denomination? Do you want to become a member of the Manassas
Church of the Brethren? Please contact Pastor Mandy at:
Mandy.North@manassasbrethren,org



https://www.manassasbrethren.org/support.html
mailto:mandy.north@manassasbrethren.org

VOICE

DICE ASSEMBL
Homes for All

Half of Virginians can’t afford where they live. Our ever-growing housing
shortage is driving more and more families out of the state, into hours-long
commutes, and unsafe housing conditions. This statewide problem needs a
statewide response, and state leadership.

This assembly will include Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, and Sikh faith
leaders, nonprofit and business partners, and elected officials from across
the region. Together, we will call for bold, bipartisan action to address
Virginia’s growing housing shortage and rising costs—starting at the
state level.

Sunday October 19
3:30-5:00 PM

Floris United Methodist Church

13600 Frying Pan Rd, Herndon, VA




Pumpkin Sale

Northern Virginia Growing Project:
PUMPKINS FOR SALE

In Fall of 2021, Pastor Tim Hollenberg-Duffey (Oakton COB) called Pastor Richard Wehrle
(Midland COB) to discuss partnering on a growing project to support global hunger relief in
partnership with Growing Hope Globally. Midland COB used 10 acres of their farmland and
a local farmer (Jimmy Messick) to plant grain. Their expenses for seed, fertilizer, and fuel
would be offset by sponsors and funds raised by the Northern Virginia Churches of the
Brethren. When the grain was sold at market, the profit would be given to Growing Hope
Globally.

In three years, from 2022-2024, this project raised $29,469.75! The total amount ful-
ly funded the Guatemala project with extra funds to spare. The team decided to take the ex-
tra funds to support the Mennonite Central Committee Project in Nepal Jahada. The full
breakdown of funds raised is:

$14,952 Guatemala

$7,217.78 Nepal Jehada

$2,299.97 Growing Hope Globally’s Overhead

$5,000 Corporate Sponsorship in our name to GHG Overhead.

Thank you all for your generosity and the partnership across our congregations! This
program is proof that we can do so much more together than we can alone!

With that in mind, we are moving forward in this missionasthe Nor t her n
Gr owi n g.W wib je elbinig pumpkins grown by farmer Jay Yankey from Nokes-
ville. This project will support a Catholic Relief Services agricultural project in Myanmar/
Burma, a country recently hit by a devastating earthquake and dear to folks in Nokesville
who have a hometown missionary serving there.

In October, once the pumpkins are delivered to us at MCOB, you can help support this ef-
fort with a purchase of a pumpkin for $20. The purchase covers Jay Yankey’s growing cost
of the pumpkins with the rest going to the project. More details to come...

Let us join in a new way to do God’s work in helping farmers in food insecure regions feed
their communities!

Virgini
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We want to celebrate your birthday and anniversary with you! Please contact the
church office with your special dates!



