
Manassas Church of the Brethren  

October 2025 Newsletter 

Welcome to October at MCOB!  

 

Fall is here, and what a wonderful start to the season we had with our 130th      

Anniversary celebration—it was such a joy to see friends old and new, and fun 

was had by all.  
 

As we move into October, our regular activities begin with Bible Study and 

Choir on Wednesdays starting October 1st, and our Cards & Games Club meeting 

on Thursday, October 2nd. Please note there will be no doughnut breakfast on 

October 5th due to our Love Feast; instead, join us on Sunday, October 12th, for 

a doughnut breakfast prior to Cindy LaPrade Lattimer preaching as part of our 

ongoing 130th Anniversary celebration.  
 

We will also continue with our monthly events including House of Mercy (see 

page 10), Retirees’ Luncheon, Lovina Conner Circle Lunch, Young Adult Lunch, 

and Adult Fellowship (see pages 8–9), with the softball schedule listed on page 9.  
 

Scholarship applications for Spring 2026 are now open (see page 4), and on      

October 18th we will host a fall festival fundraiser for Farthest Corners (see page 

5). Opportunities to serve in worship services are available (see page 10), and 

those interested in membership can find information on page 14.  
 

This month, we are also collecting items for our Fall Food Drive (see page 11), 

and pumpkins will be on sale for $20 to support Growing Hope Globally (see 

page 14).  
 

Be sure to learn more about our Cards & Caring Hands Sunday School class (see 

page 11) and check the adult Bible Study schedule on page 7. You can find        

Sunday School curriculum on page 8. On Sunday, October 19th, we encourage 

everyone to attend the VOICE event in support of affordable housing—we hope 

to have at least 10 members participate (see page 13).  
 

Finally, mark your calendars for our 25th Annual Fall Festival on Saturday,  

October 25th (see page 6), and be sure to invite your friends. We look forward to 

a meaningful and joy-filled October together! 



 
 

COFFEE AND  

CONVERSATION 

Pastor’s Page 

Worship Themes 

October 5: World Communion  

Sunday Love Feast 

Scripture: John 13 

Worship Leaders: Pastors Mandy & 

Mark 

 

October 12: 130th Anniversary 

Scripture: Luke 1:39-45,56 

Speakers: Cindy LaPrade Lattimer  

Worship Leader: Pastor Mandy 

October 19: The Lord is Your Keeper 

Scripture: Psalm 121 

Speaker: Pastor Mandy  

Worship Leader: TBD 

 

 

October 26: I have Kept the Faith 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  

Speaker: Pastor Mandy 

Worship Leader: Karen C. 

The Tale of Two Worship Services 

 

On the last Sunday of September, I attended two separate worship services online: 1) the mega 

non-denominational church that my parents regularly attend, and 2) our own Manassas Church 

of the Brethren. During the first service, the preacher asked what church means to the  

congregation. Is it is a place you go to on Sundays or is it a community you belong to? Is it a 

worship service that you attend or is it where you actively participate? Throughout the worship 

service, there were 3 different people that spoke (all adults) and maybe another 6 or so who 

served as musicians. Then I worshiped online with us, the Manassas Church of the Brethren, 

where almost 30 participated in the service of all ages, from our older adults who attended  

NOAC to our children during the Children’s Story to our  

chancel choir singing the anthem. In the first service, the lights 

were dim on the congregation and you couldn’t see anyone in  

worship. In our service, my husband, Sean, sent me this pic of 

Anna Williams with a sleeping Emily. It’s a reminder to me 

that we are the church: our pastors, our musicians, our older 

adults, our children together as a community of care, where 

our relationships matter, and our Christian discipleship counts.  

 
       

 ~Pastor Mandy 

If you would like to serve as a Worship Leader , please talk with Pastor Mandy 

New Worship Leaders are always welcome!  



World Communion Sunday/Love Feast 

Stewardship by the Numbers 

September 2025 
 

Average Weekly Attendance/ for  

Worship 
 

In-Person: 98 

YouTube: 36 

 

Weekly Offering Average:  $7804.00 

Executive Committee and Church 

Board Meetings 

 

Monday, October 13th 

 

Executive Committee at 6:15 pm 

Church Board at 7:30 pm 

 

Please check your email for more             

information.  

World Communion Sunday and Love Feast  
 

 For World Communion Sunday, we will celebrate 
with a simple meal, feet washing and communion 

during the worship hour. Our worship will take 
place in the Fellowship Center beginning at 

11:00am  
 

Everyone is invited to come for this special time of 
worship, and to participate at your comfort 

 level.  
 
 
 
 
 

Meal: Ham, turkey, and chicken salad sandwiches, hummus and pita 
bread, cheese, carrots, celery, & grapes.  



Education & Enrichment Spring Scholarships 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now is the time to fill out your scholarship application for Spring 2026 You can 
scan the QR Code or Click Here: https://forms.gle/eZX8ff2BzqX4H52x6 
Applications are due November 1, 2025. The Education and Enrichment Fund offers 
scholarships up to $500 for seminary and college students affiliated with the          
Manassas Church of the Brethren. This scholarship is also available for workshops, 
conferences, and seminars that encourage lifelong learning, especially as it relates to 
the ministries of the church. 

https://forms.gle/eZX8ff2BzqX4H52x6


Farthest Corners Fall Festival!  



 



Fall Bible Study Series 
  

Over the past few years, the Manassas Church of the Brethren has been discerning what it means to be a 

more welcoming and inclusive congregation, especially as it pertains to our siblings in Christ in the 

LGBTQ+ community. This fall, Pastors Mandy and Mark are going to co-lead a Wednesday evening 

Bible study reading through biblical passages that are sometimes called “clobber passages” against the 

LGBTQ+ community, as well as other passages that are sometimes overlooked. This bible study will 

include a closer look at the original text, as well as a historical and social context for the texts. All are 

welcome to join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in Room 209 or via Zoom. 
  

Part I: Old Testament 

 

 

 Part II: New Testament 

 

NOTES: On October 8, 2025, we are taking a break for one week and will 

pick up again with Part II on October 15.  
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?

pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 775 568 3646   

Password: 616882 

Date Title Scripture Reference 

October 1, 2025

  

“David & Jonathan” 1 Samuel 18-20, 2 Samuel 1:26 

Date Title Scripture Reference 

October 15, 2025 “What does Jesus say?” Matthew 19:1-12 

October 22, 2025 “No Distinction” Acts 8:26-40 

October 29, 2025 “Natural vs. Unnatural” Romans 1:18-32 

November 5, 2025 “Power Dynamics” 1 Corinthians 6:9-20 

November 12, 2025 “Sexually Immoral” 1 Timothy 1:8-11,  

Revelation 21:8; 22:15 

November 19, 20205 “God is Love” 1 John 4 

Fall Bible Study—Wednesdays 6:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09


 

Fall Sunday School—Authors Among Us 

 



Children’s Church Leaders 

 Children’s Church is Calling !  Will You Respond?    
  
We are blessed with families who attend 
and are active members in our               
congregation!  Many have children who 
love life and love to play and learn.  We 
are a community of faith who identifies 
often as a Family who comes to support 
one another and care for one another as we 
affirm and extend our welcome to all who 
come through our doors.  Some serve and 
are serving faithfully where they are  

needed and where God has  gifted them.  They have served consistently and with 
strength and persistence.  There is room and open space for more to serve.  Our 
Children’s Church at Manassas Church of the Brethren is looking for more vol-
unteers to help with our Children’s Church ministry that happens on Sunday 
mornings       following Children’s Story in morning worship.  Children’s Church 
is about 20 minutes long and we invite leaders to share stories, play games, or                     
create activities for the kids to do that connects back to the worship theme. Pastor 
Mark and the Christian Education Ministry Team can help resource you so you 
are equipped to lead our children. All Children’s Church leaders must have             
completed our Child Protection Policy training, including a background check 
ahead of time. If you are interested and want to learn more about this ministry  
before committing to it, please let us know! We’d love to create the opportunity 
for you to serve alongside one of our current leaders to see how it goes. 

 

Are you someone who has ever thought about working with children, but 
never have?  Do you enjoy hanging out with them and allowing their parents to 
enjoy time being spiritually nourished supported with other adults?  Do you carry 
with you a calling that consists of creativity that is yet to be released or simply a 
heart to serve where you are needed?  This is Great!  Children’s Church is        
calling, and we would like you to respond to it.  You will not only give parents 
and other adult leaders and teachers as well as volunteers a break to find                  
nourishment and care with other adults in morning worship.  You will allow the 
children of our community and congregation the joy and the privilege to continue 
to find space while with us to play, listen, and learn about God’s Love in their 
lives and in the life of people around them and all over the world.  Please reach 
out to Donna House of Christian Education Team, Pastor Mark Pickens, if you 
have any questions or wish to sign up to serve with Children’s Church. You can 
also go to our sign-ups on page 12 to volunteer! 



 

Events 

Retirees’ Luncheon  
 

Thursday October 16th  

1:00pm  

 

Great American Buffet 

8365 Sudley Road 

House of Mercy 

Workday!  
 

Thursday       

October 9th  

1:00pm-4:00pm.  
 

Please arrive at 

the House of 

Mercy thrift store at 1:00pm.  

8170 Flannery Court  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Adult Lunch  

October 5th—12:30pm 

Potbelly in Gainesville 



Events 
 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays  

6:30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

Choir Practice  

Wednesdays 

7:30pm 
 

 

Valley View Park 

ммфол ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ±ƛŜǿ 5ǊƛǾŜ  

bƻƪŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ±! нлмум  

 

Contact Sean North 

if you are interested 

in playing!  

10/3/2025 8:40 PM Vs Love 
Church 2 

10/3/2025 9:40 PM Vs Love 
Church 2 

10/10/2025 8:40 PM Vs Calvary 
Baptist 
WB 

10/10/2025 9:40 PM Vs Calvary 
Baptist 
WB 

10/17/2025 6:30 PM Vs LDS2 

10/17/2025 7:30 PM Vs LDS2 

10/24/2025 6:30 PM Vs Love 
Church 2 

10/24/2025 7:30 PM 

Vs Love 
Church 2 



Share your Time & Talents 

 
Acolytes  Manassas Church of the Brethren: Acolytes 

 
Worship Leaders  Manassas Church of the Brethren: 

Worship Leaders 
 

Sound Board Manassas Church of the Brethren: Sound 
Board 

 
Ushers  Manassas Church of the Brethren: Ushers 

 
Children's Church  Manassas Church of the Brethren: 

Children's Church 
 

Nursery  Manassas Church of the Brethren: Nursery 

Feed the Hungry – Volunteer at 
House of Mercy! 

By Jan Hawkins 
On September 11, a small but dedicated 
group from our congregation volunteered 
at House of Mercy as part of the 911     
National Day of Service and                        
Remembrance (honoring those who lost 
their lives in the terrorist attacks on       
September 11, 2001). We assisted the 
House of Mercy Food Pantry by                    

portioning beans and rice into family-sized bags which are given to those               
seeking food assistance. Volunteers assembled 237 bags of rice and 241 bags of 
beans for a total of 478 bags. While this may seem like a lot, House of Mercy 
provides food assistance to over 1,000 households monthly, so this food was 
probably distributed to families within one week! 
 
More volunteers are always needed to help House of Mercy staff continue 
providing food for vulnerable families! We volunteer the second Thursday of 
each month, 1pm to 4pm, at their Food Pantry, 8170 Flannery Court, Manassas 
20109. The remaining volunteer dates for 2025 will be October 9, November 13 
and December 11. Come join us and do your part to help fight hunger in our          
local community! For more information or to sign up, please contact Tina Fisher. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-acolytes#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-sound#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-sound#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-ushers#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-childrens1#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-childrens1#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-nursery2#/


Cards & Caring Hands By Jan Hawkins 

Find Your Creative Energy – Join Us at Cards &         
Caring Hands! 

 
If you enjoy seeing handcrafted items and want to learn how it’s done, 
we have a perfect Sunday morning group for you! The Cards & Caring 
Hands group meets every Sunday morning at 9:45 in Room 209 - no         
experience is necessary. Members are happy to help you get started, and 

all skill levels from novice to expert are welcome! Don’t worry if you don’t have any yarn or supplies, 
there’s supplies available to share. If you’re working on a project and have a question, please stop in to 
ask – someone is always available to help and provide hands-on assistance! 
 

We meet, chat, share, and enjoy one another’s company all while knitting, crocheting, cross stitching, 
embroidering, or whatever craft you enjoy. It’s a fun group and a wonderful prelude to the Sunday    
service. 
 
If you’re considering making handmade gifts for Christmas this year, this is a wonderful opportunity to 
get started. Please see Terrie Cox, Bev Vogel or Jan Hawkins for more information or stop by Room 
209 to meet us! 
 
Announcement: We are beginning to make scarves, hats and gloves to be donated to the SERVE   
Shelter in December. If you’ve always wanted to try to make any of these items, come join us to get an 
early start on a project! 

Fall Food Drive 



Mid-Atlantic District Conference is  

October 10-11 at Union Bridge Church of 

the Brethren. Our delegates are Mary Jane 

Pumphrey, Pastor Mark, Devon Hess-

Dunafin, and Pastor Mandy. Please pray for 

our delegates and our district as we conduct 

business together, learn in workshops, and 

worship with our district.  

District Conference 

Stewardship 

Financial News 
 

As of September, we are facing a $37,000 deficit for the year. This is 
similar to last year’s shortfall at this point, and with faithful giving we 
were able to close the gap by year’s end.  
 

Our ability to serve others and carry out our ministries depends on the 
financial support of the congregation. We ask that you prayerfully  
consider your giving in the coming months so that together we can  
finish the year strong and continue the important work God has called 
us to do. Donations can be made here:  
https://www.manassasbrethren.org/support.html  
or via the offering plate on Sunday.   

Become a Member! 
 

Are you interested in learning more about the Church of the Brethren 

denomination? Do you want to become a member of the Manassas 

Church of the Brethren? Please contact Pastor Mandy at:  

Mandy.North@manassasbrethren,org  

Membership 

https://www.manassasbrethren.org/support.html
mailto:mandy.north@manassasbrethren.org


VOICE  
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Pumpkin Sale 

Northern Virginia Growing Project:  
PUMPKINS FOR SALE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Fall of 2021, Pastor Tim Hollenberg-Duffey (Oakton COB) called Pastor Richard Wehrle 
(Midland COB) to discuss partnering on a growing project to support global hunger relief in 
partnership with Growing Hope Globally. Midland COB used 10 acres of their farmland and 
a local farmer (Jimmy Messick) to plant grain. Their expenses for seed, fertilizer, and fuel 
would be offset by sponsors and funds raised by the Northern Virginia Churches of the 
Brethren.  When the grain was sold at market, the profit would be given to Growing Hope 
Globally. 
  
 In three years, from 2022-2024, this project raised $29,469.75! The total amount ful-
ly funded the Guatemala project with extra funds to spare.  The team decided to take the ex-
tra funds to support the Mennonite Central Committee Project in Nepal Jahada. The full 
breakdown of funds raised is: 
 $14,952  Guatemala 
 $7,217.78  Nepal Jehada 
 $2,299.97  Growing Hope Globally’s Overhead 
 $5,000  Corporate Sponsorship in our name to GHG Overhead. 
 
 Thank you all for your generosity and the partnership across our congregations! This 
program is proof that we can do so much more together than we can alone! 
 
 With that in mind, we are moving forward in this mission as the Northern Virginia 
Growing Project. We will be selling pumpkins grown by farmer Jay Yankey from Nokes-
ville. This project will support a Catholic Relief Services agricultural project in Myanmar/
Burma, a country recently hit by a devastating earthquake and dear to folks in Nokesville 
who have a hometown missionary serving there. 
  
In October, once the pumpkins are delivered to us at MCOB, you can help support this ef-
fort with a purchase of a pumpkin for $20. The purchase covers Jay Yankey’s growing cost 
of the pumpkins with the rest going to the project. More details to come… 
  
Let us join in a new way to do God’s work in helping farmers in food insecure regions feed 
their communities! 
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нт-aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ [ŀǾƻƴƴŜ IΦ 

нф-¢ȅƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ .Φ 

ну-¢ȅƭŜǊ b 

ну-YŀƛƭŜŀ bΣ 

нф-aŜƭƛǎǎŀ .Σ 

нф-Wŀȅ WΦ 

ол-aŀǊƛŀ ²Φ 

ол-WƻǎƘǳŀ wΦ 

ом-.Ŝǧȅ .Φ 

ом-5ŀƭŜ wΦ 

We want to celebrate your birthday and anniversary with you! Please contact the 

church office with your special dates!  


