
 

Manassas Church of the Brethren  
 

November 2025 Newsletter  

A Season of Gratitude 
 

This year, we enter a season of gratitude, and we truly have much to be thankful for. Through-
out November, we invite you to join us in sharing that thankfulness with our community and in 
fellowship with one another in Christ.  
 

On page 3, youôll find details about an Advent Series workshop focused on Biblical stories of 
regular people taking down tyrants, and page 4 highlights our monthly events, including  
volunteering at House of Mercy, our Retireesô Luncheon, our Cards & Games Club, and the 
Forgetful Friends Chorus. Due to Thanksgiving, there will be no Lovina Conner Circle Lunch, 
and no 4th week Cards & Games.  
 

Page 5 celebrates our Junior High leading worship on November 2nd, along with information 
about Wednesday night Bible Study and Choir Practice. Page 6 provides themes for Sunday 
School and Bible Study, while page 7 offers a VOICE update from the October assembly and 
also a look at the impact of our House of Mercy volunteer efforts.  
 

On page 8, be sure to mark your calendar for our kids and Junior High Youth for Bread for the 
World baking on November 30th during the Sunday School hour, with the sale on December 
7th, Additionally, a Christmas  gathering for Young Adults and Sojourners is planned for  
December 6th.  Also, save the waitlist and dine with us on our annual Valentineôs Dinner 
Youth Fundraiser.  
 

Page 9 includes information about our Congregational Council Meeting and our Un-Trim-A-
Tree program. The Youth will be holding a Sub Sale on the day of the Congregational Council 
Meeting, see the flyer on page 10.   
 

On page 11, see our new book club book and meeting time and date. Also, is a friendly                       
reminder for our deaconôs and a reminder to turn back your clocks!  
 

On page 12,  we invite folks to stay behind after worship for the hanging of the greens on        
November 23rd!  
 

Turn to page 13 to find information about a workshop with the Center of Conscience & War, 
and page 14 shares a Stewardship update and some Fall Festival photos.  
 

We look forward to a warm and grateful November together! 

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you." ~   1 Thessalonians 5:18  

Stewardship by the Numbers 

October 2025 
 

Average Attendance per Week:74 

Online Views: 28 

Average Offering per Week: $5072.00 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-thessalonians/5-18.html


Pastorôs Study 

 

November 2: Junior High Sunday 

Philippians 4:5 

Preacher: Pastor Mandy 

Worship Leader: Junior High Youth 
 

November 9: God chose you 

2 Thessalonians 2: 13-17  

Preacher: Pastor Mandy 

Worship Leader: Elisa P. 
 

November 16: Great are the works of the Lord 

Psalm 111 

Preacher: Pastor Mandy 

Worship Leader: Illana N. 

November 23: Thanksgiving SundayðAlways 

Thankful 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Preacher: Pastor Mark 

Worship Leader: Christy L. 

 
November 30: What do you fear? In the time of 

King Herod, we long for God to break in 

Luke 1:5-13, Lamentations 3:55-57 

Preacher: Pastor Mandy 

Worship Leader: Makayla G. 

As we enter the season of Thanksgiving, weôre reminded of the call in 1 Thessalonians 

5:18: ñGive thanks in all circumstances; for this is Godôs will for you in Christ Jesus.ò 

Itôs a beautiful verseðbut also a challenging one. How do we give thanks when life 

feels heavy? When prayers seem unanswered, and the days are long, and the nights are 

even longer? 

The truth is, thankfulness is not just a response to good thingsðitôs a spiritual posture 

that anchors us in hope. When we choose gratitude in the midst of difficulty, weôre not 

ignoring pain or pretending everything is fine. Weôre declaring that God is still present, 

still faithful, and still working. 

Thankfulness shifts our focus. It lifts our eyes from whatôs broken to the One who 

heals. It reminds us that even in the valley, we are not alone. Gratitude doesnôt erase 

hardship, but it reframes it. It opens our hearts to see glimpses of graceðsmall mercies, 

unexpected kindness, the strength to keep going. 

And hereôs the miracle: thankfulness births hope. When we give thanks in all  

circumstances, we begin to see that our story is not over. God is still writing it.  

Gratitude becomes a light in the darkness, a testimony that even here, even now, we 

trust God and how God is working in our lives. 

So this season, letôs practice thankfulnessðnot just for 

what we have, but for who God is, and who God  

continues to be. Letôs be a people who give thanks in 

every circumstance, knowing that hope is rising, even 

in the hardest days. 

~ Pastor Mandy 
 

 

Worship Themes 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Advent Series 

https://www.onearthpeace.org/2025_11_outwit_biblical_stories?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email


Activities 

Retireesô Luncheon 
       

Great American Buffet - November 20th 
       

    1:00pm 
 

                                                8365 Sudley Road 

House of Mercy Workday!  
 

Thursday November 13th 

1:00pm-4:00pm.  
 

Please arrive at the House of Mercy thrift store at 

1:00pm.  

 

8170 Flannery Court 

 Manassas, VA 20109 



 

Events 

Junior High Sunday! 
 

November 2nd 
 
We cordially invite you 
to be a part of this         
remarkable service,             
exclusively organized 
by the talented junior 
high youth! 

Bible Study 

 

Wednesdays 

 

6:30pm via Zoom or in-person in Room 

209 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?
pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55Z

FNXdz09  
 

Meeting ID: 775 568 3646 
Password: 616882 

      

                                                    Choir Practice Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the       
                                                          Sanctuary  

 
                                                  Contact Susan Dommer if you are interested in 
                                                             joining our choir.    

  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7755683646?pwd=Yk9ISXdwTGE2NklMekVYQk55ZFNXdz09


Bible Study  - November 

Fall Bible Study Series 
Over the past few years, the Manassas Church of the Brethren has been discerning what it 

means to be a more welcoming and inclusive congregation, especially as it pertains to our       

siblings in Christ in the LGBTQ+ community. This fall, Pastors Mandy and Mark are co-

leading a Wednesday evening Bible study reading through biblical passages that are sometimes 

called ñclobber passagesò against the LGBTQ+ community, as well as other passages that are 

sometimes overlooked. This bible study will include a closer look at the original text, as well as 

a historical and social context for the texts. All are welcome to join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 

pm in Room 209 or via Zoom. We will take a break from Bible Study on Wednesday,  

November 26 for Thanksgiving.  
 

Part II: New Testament 

 
 

Adult Sunday School  

We will continue our Adult Sunday School options through November. We have 

Handbells, Cards & Caring Hands, We will also continue our Authors Among Us 

series. 

Kids & Youth Sunday School  

Our Pre-KðJr. High will be using the Shine Winter Curriculum. See the themes 

below.  

5ŀǘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рΣ нлнр άtƻǿŜǊ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎǎέ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ сΥф-нл 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мнΣ нлнр ά{ŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ LƳƳƻǊŀƭέ м ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ мΥу-ммΣ wŜǾŜƭŀǝƻƴ 

нмΥуΤ ннΥмр 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфΣ нлнлр άDƻŘ ƛǎ [ƻǾŜέ м WƻƘƴ п 



VOICE Update 

VOICE ASSEMBLY HOMES FOR ALL 
 

On Sunday, October 19, 2025, the Manassas Church of the 
Brethren participated in a Public Assembly at the Floris United 
Methodist Church in Herndon to call for bold, bipartisan action 
to address Virginiaôs growing housing shortage and rising costs
-starting at the state level. We had 8 people representing 

MCOB, including Pastor Mandy, who was the co-leader for the assembly. 
 
Those of you at the Public Assembly were part of a genuinely historic moment: 
945 strong, 44 organizations, 21 elected leadersðone powerful voice for 
Homes for All. Together, we launched Virginiaôs new Pro-Homes Caucusð21 
local and state officials committed to bold action to expand housing, investment, 
and renter protections. We emboldened elected leaders to champion affordable 
homes across the Commonwealth and into the 2026 Virginia General Assembly.  
 

Thank you to those who attended for your support as VOICE Homes for All         

leaders and for all the ways youôve supported this campaign. If anyone is  

interested in joining the VOICE Core Team, please contact Pastor Mandy or Tina 

Fisher. 

We Make a Difference!  

HOUSE OF MERCY IMPACT TO THE              
COMMUNITY IS STRONG 

 
House of Mercy will be celebrating their 20-year anniversary 
this coming March 2026. We have been in partnership with 
them for over 10 years, providing volunteers for the food            
pantry, donation center, and other special programs throughout 
the year. House of Mercy currently serves an average of 80 

families every day, providing them with free food and clothing.  
 
This past fiscal year, they helped over 72,000 individuals and supplied more than $3.3 million 
in aid. Thank you to all who volunteer their time, talents and treasures to this valuable                  
community resource that makes their mission to serve the least of these possible. 
 
MCOB provides volunteers every 2nd Thursday of the month from 1pm-4pm in the food         
pantry. The next opportunity for service is November 13, 2025. We would love to have you 
join us. 



SAVE THE DATE 

Bread for the World 

Bean & Bake Sale!  

Following worship on  

December 7th, we will 

hold a Bread for the World 

Bake Sale  Fundraiser. Our 

Elementary and Jr. High 

Youth will bake on  

November 30th during the 

Sunday School Hour.   



 

NEWS 

 Congregational Council Meeting  

 

Sunday November 16, 2025ð12:00pm 
 

The Congregational Council Meeting will take place on  

November 16th in-person immediately following the 

worship service. The Congregational Meeting is for our 

church family to make decisions that will affect our 

church life together and our ministries.  

 

During the meeting, we will have the opportunity to 

vote on the 2026 budget, and to affirm the slate of new church leadership, including        

delegates, committee members, and new members to the Church Board. We will 

also receive an update about our Property Proposal. 

 

This biannual meeting is a critical part of the life and ministry of the church, as we 

discern our way forward together as a faith community. All members and active  

participants of Manassas Church of the Brethren are invited and encouraged to      

attend. 

Un-Trim-A-Tree Program 

Volunteer Prince Williamôs Un-Trim-A-Tree Holiday  

Gift Program. 

We have been participating in this program for decades and 

are glad to continue this very special program that serves  

children in need in our community. 

 

This year we are sponsoring children who will receive two gift 

tags that will be on the Christmas tree in the library. Look for 

more details to come!  



Youth Sub Sale Fundraiser 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DONôT FORGET TO CHANGE YOUR 

CLOCKS AND SMOKE  DETETCTOR 

BATTERIES!!! 

 

Sunday, November 2, 2025 

2:00am clocks are turned  

back one hour  
 

This is also the time to change your smoke 

and carbon monoxide detector batteries! 
 

Deaconôs Meeting 

November 23rd 

12:00pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Book Club 

Join us on November 17th at 7pm in Room 209 or 
on Zoom as the church reading group meets to 
discuss Mariann Edgar Buddeôs How We Learn to 
Be Brave: Decisive Moments in Life and Faith. 
Bishop Budde is the Episcopal bishop of  
Washington, D.C. and recently came to fame 
for imploring President Donald Trump to "have 
mercy on the people in our country who are 
scared nowò at his Second Inauguration.  Her 
book discusses how we learn to confront the          
decisive moments in our lives with bravery in the 
face of uncertainty. 
 

The book is available in paperback, audiobook and Kindle formats 
from Amazon.  For those with a Prince William County library card, a 
limited number of e-book and audiobook copies are available through 
the Libby app. 




