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Three Thoughts About God’s Love For February
By: Traci Smith, Author of Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at Home

Walk into any store in the US in the month of February and you’re bound to find a display
designed to remind you how you can show your sweetheart your love and affection via chocolates,
stuffed animals, flowers, or cards. As soon as the Christmas decorations are packed up, it seems that
Valentine’s Day is “next up” in the seasonal aisle. While the over-commercialization of the holiday
can be irritating, Valentine’s Day can be a great time to reflect on love. Here are three simple
thoughts about God’s Love for you to think about this month.
There are many different types of love in the Bible, and different Greek words to express it. The
highest and holiest form of love is agape love. Agape love is perfect, and sacrificial. Agape love is
more than just mere sentiment. Agape love is shown through action. Something to try: write the word
agape on a paper heart and put it somewhere you’ll see it as a reminder to practice and share God’s
love with all.
The Bible tells us that God and love are inseparable. The book of 1 John, chapter 4, verse 16 says
this God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. (NRSV). God
and love are the same. If we feel love, we feel God and if we feel God, we feel love. If you’re having
trouble discerning whether something is from God or not, ask yourself if it feels loving or not.
Something to try: Try to memorize this verse. It’s short and easy to remember. Try saying it every
morning when you wake up and every evening when you go to sleep. If you do it every day for a
week, you will have the verse memorized!
The famous “love passage” in the Bible is 1 Corinthians chapter 13. It begins “Love is patient.
Love is kind.” Though it is often read at weddings, it’s a passage less about romantic love and more
about the holy and pure agape love we mentioned earlier. It’s a beautiful passage to think about and
to practice. Something to try: Write down all of the qualities of love, in addition to patience and
kindness. Put your list somewhere you can see it to remind you of God’s love.
Happy Valentine’s Day, Friends! God loves you! Have fun as you consider ways to share God’s
love today and every day.

Pastor’s Page
As a pastor, there are several sacred moments that are an honor for me to take part in:
worship services, weddings, funerals, child dedications, and baptisms, to name a few. Watching
children grow in their faith in the loving support of a congregation, like the Manassas Church of the
Brethren is a special kind of joy, even more so when it’s my own children. Last month, my son,
Tyler, chose to be baptized. Two years earlier, my daughter, Kailea was baptized. Twelve years ago,
my twins were dedicated to the church as Sean and I made a commitment to raise our children in the
church, teaching them about the love of Jesus so that they could follow him. The congregation also
made a commitment that day to support our family along that journey. It’s a commitment that the
congregation makes for every child dedication. Our family has felt your loving support each step of
the way, as not only my twins have grown, but also as I’ve grown into my call for pastoral ministry.
I am so grateful for this congregation for all the ways that you have blessed us. I’m grateful for the
ways that you have been a model of God’s love to our children. As Tyler and Kailea continue on
this journey of faith, and as they wrestle with questions and doubts, when they stumble and fall and
rise again, I’m grateful knowing that this congregation will be there, loving them and supporting
them along the way. Most of all, I’m grateful for the ways that this congregation has been offering
this loving support to children and families for generations. My prayer is that we, together, as the
Manassas Church of the Brethren will continue to grow in faith together, learning from each other,
teaching each other, encouraging one another, so that together we can be a community of care,
where relationships matter and our Christian discipleship counts.

~ Pastor Mandy

February Worship Themes
February 6—Communion
Water to Wine
John 2: 1-12
Speaker: Pastor Mandy North
Worship Leader: Briana B.

February 20
Now I Know
1 Kings 17:8-16
Speaker: Pastor Chris Bowman
Worship Leader: David S.

February 13
Empty Abundance
1 Kings 17:8-16
Speaker: Pastor Mandy North
Worship Leader: TBD

February 27
Jesus’ Compassion
Luke 7:11-17, Acts 9:36-42
Speaker: Pastor Mandy North
Worship Leader: TBD

WOMEN’S
RETREAT
2022
Join us for a
Women’s Retreat!

Brethren Woods
March 25th-26th.
Click here to learn
more or register:
https://
brethrenwoods.org/annual/
womensretreat/

Join us for Communion on Sunday
February 6th during worship at
11am.
Communion cups with gluten-free
wafers will be provided.
If you worship at home, you can join us
using whatever crackers and juice you
have on hand.

January 2022 Weekly
Worship Attendance
YouTube: 76
In-Person: 54
Total: 130
January Average
Weekly Offering: $3914.60

Activities
Manassas COB
Creation Care Group Forming
Manassas Church of the Brethren has
affirmed its commitment in the past to
stewardship of God's earth, our home. A
small group has met recently to discuss
small ways we can take action on this
commitment.
A small project on the church property,
such as installing bluebird boxes, will
serve as a starting point. We welcome
anyone interested in helping with this and other projects that will begin to formulate a
community-wide approach to caring for creation.
Please contact Kim at the church office if you are interested in helping with this group or its
activities.

House of Mercy Volunteer Opportunities
By Tina Fisher

Before the advent of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mission, Service, and Outreach
Ministry Team would volunteer at the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Maryland
once a month. It was an excellent way to engage our congregation in faith, fellowship, and
service. The volunteers would gather at the church early in the morning and ride together for
the 2-hour trip to and from New Windsor. Once there we would pack hygiene kits, school
kits, or whatever they needed help with for the day.
Unfortunately, Brethren Service Center closed their facilities to volunteers when the
pandemic made it unsafe for people to gather indoors. Brethren Service Center has not yet
opened its doors again for volunteers and may not do so until later this year.
As Brethren, we are committed to providing service to those in need, especially in our local
community. We have found another way to exemplify the spirit of Christ through our works.
The Mission, Service, and Outreach Ministry Team will be coordinating a volunteer
opportunity to help with the food pantry at House of Mercy on the second Thursday of every
month from 1pm to 4pm. They are located at 8170 Flannery Court, Manassas, VA. This month
we will meet at House of Mercy on Thursday, February 10 at 1pm. For more information
about House of Mercy and other ways to help, visit their website https://houseofmercyva.org/
If you would like to volunteer, please contact Tina Fisher.

2022 Church Board Retreat
Bound Together: Clothed in Christ
Colossians 3:12-15

This year’s Church Board Retreat theme was Bound Together Clothed in Christ. This year the focus of the
church board is based on the compelling vision of the denomination. Together, as the Church of the Brethren,
we will passionately live and share the radical transformation and holistic peace of Jesus Christ through
relationship-based neighborhood engagement. To move us forward, we will develop a culture of calling and
equipping disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and fearless.
In order to picture what this compelling vision looks like, each ministry team was asked to provide a visual
representation of what their team does with some simple supplies. Communications made a box with “plugs”
to show how we connect with others through our livestreaming, sound, and IT support. The Worship & Music
team knitted a musical note to a cross, to show how they intertwine with the church through music and
worship elements. Fellowship & Hospitality made a group of popsicle-stick people bound together, quite literally, with yarn. Christian Education made a lovely one-room schoolhouse to invite people in and help them learn about the teachings of
Jesus and the Bible. The Mission. Service, and Outreach committee
made a large shelter overflowing with food, warmth, and love.
Additionally, the church board was asked to write the compelling
vision in their own words. which will be displayed this year. Look for
these in the coming months!
Thanks to Pastor Mandy, Steve Hollinger, and Luke Croushorn, as
our church leaders, who put this meaningful retreat together.

Valentine’s Day Ice Cream Social
The Fellowship &
Hospitality Ministry Team is
inviting everyone to a
Valentine’s Day Ice Cream
Social, immediately
following the morning
worship service on Sunday,
February 13th!
Join us in the Fellowship
Center and make yourself a
sundae with your favorite
toppings. Invite a friend to
worship and encourage them
to stay for ice cream. Feel the
love and enjoy the sweets as
we share ice cream together!

Bible Study
Kids: Sunday Morning—9:00 am (Zoom) & 11 am (In-Person)
Jr./Sr. High Youth: Sunday Evening—6:30pm

Adult Wednesday Evening: 7:00pm
The Adult Bible Study will be based on our scriptures from each Sunday, which can be found
on page 2, under worship themes.

Coaching Opportunity with Carol Rusaw
By: Carol Rusaw

I have recently experienced a call to begin a Christian coaching
ministry, and, in response, have obtained a coach certificate
from Columbia Theological Seminary. One of the requirements for advanced certification is to provide 100 hours of
coaching.
In discussion with Pastor Mandy, I have decided to provide
coaching to church members, who are interested in
participating, as a focus group to how a Christian coaching
ministry might take shape in our community.
My hope is that as this grows and develops, I can provide coaching to church members in exchange for donations to a discipleship ministry fund. This discipleship ministry fund could be
used to provide training small groups, and purchasing teaching materials.
Our vision statement at Manassas Church of the Brethren is to be a community of care, where
relationships matter, and Christian discipleship counts. The new compelling vision for the
Church of the Brethren ends with “To move us forward, we will develop a culture of calling and
equipping disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and fearless.”
My prayer is that this coaching ministry will be an opportunity for growth as disciples as we live
into God’s calling for us.
I have done coaching in my career as a professor of adult education and program manager and
supervisor in the federal government; the certificate has expanded my skills, particularly in listening, discernment, problem solving, and decision making. It is a new area of ministry, as I have
a Masters of Theological Studies in lay ministry from Hartford Seminary.
If you are interested in individual coaching, whether in your job, in decisions you are making, or
problems you are facing, such as grief or work/life balance, I will be happy to help you develop a
richer understanding, explore different perspectives or options, and grow in your relationship
with Jesus. If you have any questions or would like to set up a one-on-one meeting to discuss
what you feel important, please let me know. My email is acrusaw01@gmail.com. We can go
from there.
Roundtable will be held on February 25-27, 2022. We will largely be
back to a normal schedule with a twist. We are splitting our time
between Bridgewater College and Brethren Woods. We are going to
have a blast with worship, singing, small groups, workshops, Friday
night activities, vespers, and everyone’s favorite FREE TIME. No
matter what, Roundtable will be a fun weekend to remember!!!
Our speaker for this year is Chris Michael, a Bridgewater graduate
who served on the Interdistrict Youth Cabinet (and you may know
him from his hilarious Tik-Toks). Chris will be delivering messages
on our theme: “Alive in Christ.”
Click here for more information: Roundtable | iycbc (wixsite.com)

VOICE UPDATE
As our MCOB VOICE Core Team, we have been working
with VOICE on Affordable Housing, and Decriminalizing
Mental Illness. These are the victories we have had with VOICE
in 2021.
Stopping the incarceration of those needing mental health
and addiction treatment:
$12 million in state funding to create Crisis Receiving Centers
(CRCs) across Virginia, so that people who are suffering from mental illness and addiction can
get treatment and support instead of being incarcerated.
VOICE is not alone in recognizing that CRCs play a critical role–this is also a major issue for law
enforcement officials in Virginia, some of whom have aligned with VOICE on this issue.
We are on our way to building the first CRC in Prince William County, one of America’s most
racially diverse counties. VOICE has partnered with the Prince William County Board of
Supervisors, and the Board has prioritized the CRC project as a future funding priority. VOICE’s
organizing has played a critical role in bringing this about.
Expanding into the Shenandoah Valley:
VOICE has begun working with a new group in the rural Shenandoah Valley named Faith in
Action, VOICE’s first sister organization in Virginia. Two Churches of the Brethren are part of
this group: Bridgewater CoB and Harrisonburg First CoB, and we are excited to have more
Church of the Brethren sisters and brothers who are a part of this work. This winter FIA is
launching a major Valley-wide listening campaign to determine its issue agenda for 2022.
Bringing more affordable housing to Prince William County:
Our VOICE Core team met with other VOICE leaders in Prince William County at the beginning
of December to understand more about bringing affordable housing to our community. We are
looking forward to working on this more in the new year.

Comfort Care
In times of grief, we come together to celebrate the lives of those we’ve lost. The last two years
have been particularly difficult as we’ve lost so many family members and friends. In these times
of pain, the Manassas Church of the Brethren family comes together as one; to celebrate, to
grieve, and to comfort.
While many of us offer care and support, we have a devoted group of volunteers that provide
their time and talents. These volunteers help set-up for receptions, prepare meals, set up tables
and chairs, lay out the food, wash dishes, and clean-up when done. We would like to recognize all
of you who have shown up to make sure everything runs smoothly for these services.
We offer our thanks and gratitude to all, including, but not limited to; Linda T., Terrie and
Sonny C., Karen and Luke Cr.. Judy F., Joan K., Lauranette G., Illana N., Mary Jane P., Christa
H., Kim K., Rhonda C., Donna H., Bonnie C., Jeanette S., Margaret B., Pat F., Patricia G. Chris
E., and Mary Ellen C.
We also have a dedicated staff who provide the logistics for a memorial service. Ryan
D.
has been a great addition to the church staff as our livestream operator. Pastor Mandy works with
the funeral home and family on the service details. Susan D.works on the hymns with Pastor
Mandy and the family. Kim B. prints any materials and provides other administrative support.
Gilmer A. works with Tina F. to ensure the spaces being used for the service are prepped and
available. We also offer thanks to our musicians; Linda H. Lois W., Travis and Anna W. and our
chancel choir.
Thanks to all and if you are able assist in the future, please contact the church office!

In Memorial
David James Weachter was born on February 18, 1960 in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. His parents, Robert L. and Mary A. Weachter
(Shenenberger), loved him very much. They raised him and his brother
Steve to value hard work and devotion to family in their home in
Manassas, Virginia, where Robert and Mary still live. Robert and Mary
were very proud of their son.
He is survived by his wife Rhonda, and their children Kevin and
Shelley. Rhonda was David’s high school sweetheart, and they were
married for 42 years. David and Rhonda shared many travels, sweet
memories, and deep love for their son and daughter. David taught his
children to put family first, to work hard, and to selflessly serve others.
Kevin inherited his love of Washington sports, and a tirelessly diligent
work ethic. David gave Shelley a drive to serve others, wherever she is
and however she can. Kevin and Shelley emulated David by marrying
excellent spouses in Brandi and Sean. He never met his granddaughter
Eleanor, but his legacy will be with her for her entire life. David loved his children, all four of them, more than
life itself.
Not all of David’s family shared blood with him. Many valued weekends and holidays were spent at the home of
Rhonda’s parents, Virgil and Shelley Thorne. He also loved and was loved by Gary, Brenda, and Wayne.
David was an incredibly hard worker. After receiving his diploma from Stonewall Jackson High School, he
worked as an excellent salesman and manager at Kinney Shoes, Champs Sports, Galyan’s, and Lowe’s. For over
seventeen years, until the day he died, he served the U.S. Senate Postal Service, inspecting letters and packages to
keep the heart of our republic safe.
David always loved to gain new knowledge and new ideas. He was an avid reader. Even though he lived almost
his entire life in Manassas, travel was a passion for David. He made numerous drives across the continent, surf
fished the islands of North Carolina, and accrued countless miles on the back roads of our land.
David was a quiet man to many but loved to talk with friends and family for hours. David was humble before his
Lord and served his Creator by serving his fellow man. David spent hundreds of hours volunteering with the
Northern Virginia Family Service (SERVE). His service continues beyond the grave, as his remains are being
used by Anatomy Gift Registry to research and combat the pleural effusion and dendriform ossification which he
fought in his last years.

Michael Dennis Page, 31, of Catharpin, Virginia unexpectedly
passed away on December 6, 2021. He was born on April 20, 1990
to Bert Garland Page and Debbie Page-Maples Whitenton.

Michael graduated from Battlefield High School in 2008, and obtained an Associate’s Degree in Business from Patrick Henry Community College. While working on his business degree, Michael fell
in love with welding, which became his career path. Michael
obtained multiple welding certifications from NVCC and was
currently in the Steamfitters Union #602 as an apprentice. Michael
was a loving and caring son, brother, nephew and friend to many. He
was also known as a quick, and at times, outrageous wit. He was
highly organized and forward-planning in both his personal life and
with respect to his career. As a youth, Michael loved skateboarding
and the outdoors. He was a frequent hiker.

In Memorial
Lynn Paul Kline, age 59, died Tuesday, January 18, 2022, at his home in
Nokesville, Virginia.
Lynn was born on May 19, 1962, in Warrenton, Virginia to the late Paul
Emerson Kline and June Sadd Kline. He was the youngest of 7 children. Lynn
grew up in Manassas, Virginia and moved to Nokesville, Virginia after marrying
his wife of 37 years, Joan Murray Kline.
Lynn enjoyed growing up on the farm and farming with his father, raising crops
and cattle. He participated in 4H, showing animals at the county fair. During
high school, he was active in the FFA, band, and ran track at Brentsville District
High School. Lynn met the love of his life, Joan Murray Kline at the age of 15
while working together at his family restaurant, Kline’s Drive-In. Lynn graduated
in 1980 and continued to farm and work at the restaurant. Lynn and Joan were
married in 1984 and started a family.
In 1990, Lynn and Joan took over the family restaurant from his parents. During this time, Lynn employed many
people. He especially enjoyed working with youth, and he gave many teenagers their first job. Lynn also worked with
Youth for Tomorrow to provide jobs for youth in their program. Lynn gave back to the community in many ways such as
donating hotdogs and hamburgers to school events and giving out free ice cream coupons. Lynn and Joan continued to
work in the restaurant business until 2007.
After selling the restaurant, Lynn went to work at Branscome Paving as a trucking supervisor. He enjoyed working with
the many employees at Branscome, where he was treated like family.
Lynn was a life-long member of the Manassas Church of the Brethren. He was a man of strong faith, and he showed it
through the way he lived. Lynn was a camp counselor at Camp Shiloh, a Church of the Brethren summer camp. Later in
life he was the advisor for 9 youth workcamps, a youth advisor, member of the church board, usher, and deacon.
Running was Lynn’s passion. He was an avid runner, participating in ultra-marathons with his brother Wayne. The
longest race he ran was a hundred-mile race. He enjoyed the outdoors and the comradery of being part of the running
community.
Throughout his life, Lynn was a hard worker and man of God. He was a loving husband, father, and grandfather, who
cared deeply for his family. Lynn enjoyed going on cruises and to the beach with family and friends. He always had a
smile on his face, a kind word to share, and he never knew a stranger. Lynn is preceded in death by his parents Paul
and June Kline, mother-in-law Kathleen Murray, and brother-in-law Harold House.
Lynn is survived by his wife Joan Murray Kline, daughter and son-in-law Carla and Marc Barb, son Paul Kline, daughter
Lindsay Kline, granddaughters Sarah and Caroline Barb, siblings Jeanette (Doug) Shonk, Helen (Burt) Wolf, Wayne
(Loretta) Kline, Bonnie (Melvin) Cheshire, Lorraine (James) Croushorn, and
Donna House, father-in-law John
(Colleen) Murray, brother and sisters-in-law Kathy (Stan) Reynolds, John (Cynthia) Murray, Joseph (Hershey) Murray,
Patricia (Robert) Wentz, Jeffrey (Theresa) Murray, Lisa (Nathan) Murray, and many nieces, nephews, and great nieces
and nephews.

Ira Lee Mitchell, age 96 of Manassas, VA died at his residence on
January 2, 2022. He was born on May 12, 1925, son of the late Roy
Mitchell and Marie Hess Mitchell. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his loving wife Pearl E. Mitchell and by his siblings
Charlie Mitchell, Fred Mitchell, James Wiley Mitchell, and Virginia
Fisher and by a grandchild Sara Watson and great grandchild Gretchen
Ross.
He is survived by his daughter Lesia R. Harding, grandchildren Matthew
Ross and Aaron Watson; great grandchildren Luke Ross, Jackson Ross,
Elise Ross, Isaac Ross and Lilian Watson and by his siblings Paul Danny
Mitchell and Mary Marie Jones.
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MANASSAS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
10047 NOKESVILLE ROAD
MANASSAS VIRGINIA 20110
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2-ANGELA H.
2-OLIVIA MO.
3-MICHAEL B.
6-SAM P.
7-CLINTON B.
7-LINDA T.
8-SYDNEY B.
7-BROOKE F.
8-BRENDA B.
9-DIANA W.
9– PAUL M.
10-SYLVIA B.
10-LILLIAN G.
11-AMELIA M.
11-KRIS S.
11-DAVID H.
12-GENE F.
12-CHRISTIAN S.
13-STEVE V.

16-BONNIE C.
16-OLIVER A.
16-JOYCE K.
16-JEAN J.
16-SABRINA P.
17-DALE B.
17-BENJAMIN P.
18-CAMERON W.
20-KAREN V.
21-NANCY O’C.
21-CENA R.
23-PAUL K.
24-LISA N.
26-RYAN P.
27-LINDSAY K.
28-LINDA H.

7-STEVE AND BEV V.
14-GARY AND KIRSTEN J.

