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     Welcome to August at MCOB! 

     We’re excited for a full month of activities as we count down to our 130th Anniversary                 
Celebration! To learn more about the upcoming Anniversary Events, Click Here:                        
https://www.manassasbrethren.org/130th-anniversary.html, you can also find details on page 10 of 
the newsletter. 
 

Our regular monthly events are continuing as usual—check out pages 3 and 4 for the full               
schedule. 
 

Kicking things off this month: 

• Saturday, August 2: Join us at the Workhouse Art Center in Lorton. For more infor-
mation, please contact Rebecca V. 

 

• Sunday, August 3: Start your morning with a Doughnut Breakfast, followed by worship 
led by Pastor Chris Bowman. 

 

• Young Adults Lunch: Right after worship on August 3—location to be determined. 
 

Additional August Highlights: 

• Executive Committee and Church Board meetings resume on August 11. 

• Forgetful Friends Chorus will not meet this month. 

• Women’s EmpowHERment Conference on Saturday, August 16—Girls Can Dream 
Big 2 is a local non-profit that aims to empower girls and women. Tina F.is on the board and 
Kim B. will be teaching a segment on using AI responsibility. See page 5 to register today! 

• Interested in volunteering with Children’s Disaster Services? See page 7 for training and 
certification info. 

• On Sunday, August 31, we will hold a special installation service for Pastor Mark, with 
District Executive Doug Veal in attendance. A cookie social will follow. Details on page 4. 
 

Thank You! 
We had a fantastic Vacation Bible School! Special thanks to Megan A. and Trish U. (Midland 
COB) for leading a wonderful week. Check out the VBS Director’s Report on page 6. 
 

Looking Ahead: 

• Help us prepare for fall worship—sign-ups for various roles are on page 8. 

• We’re also in need of Sunday School teachers for the fall semester (see page 5). 

• Kim B. will be out of the office from September 2nd–12th. If you’re available to assist, 
please refer to page 10. 
 

We’re looking forward to a meaningful and fun-filled August. See you in September! 
 

https://www.manassasbrethren.org/130th-anniversary.html


From the Pastor’s Study 

Worship Themes 

August 3: 130th Anniversary 
A Prodigal Family Homecoming 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Preacher: Pastor Chris Bowman  
Worship Leader: Pastor Mandy North 
 
August 10:  
Count the Starts 
Genesis 15:1-6 
Preacher:  Pastor Mandy North  
Worship Leader: TBD 
 
August 17: Shepherd’s Spring Sunday 
Luke 5:17-26  
Preacher: Pastor Mandy North 
Worship Leader: Campers 

August 24: Bluegrass Sunday 
Psalm 103:1-8 
Preacher: Pastor Mandy North  
Worship Leader: Krista K. 
 
August 31: Pastor Mark’s Installation Service 
By Faith 
Hebrews 11 
Preacher: Pastor Mandy North   
Worship Leader: TBD 

July was a faith-flourishing month for me. It began with Annual Conference in Greensboro, NC. I had the 
honor to serve as a Community Observer during the morning Business Sessions, reconnect with old and new 
friends, and worship alongside siblings in Christ. When Annual Conference ended, I drove to Winston-Salem, 
NC with the twins, and two new friends from McPherson for FaithX through Spark’Dwell, where our senior 
high youth learned a lot about our unhoused neighbors. Then I was able to serve in worship with Dana  
Cassell, as she came back to Manassas as we continue to celebrate our 130th Anniversary! Immediately after 
worship, I traveled to Shepherd’s Spring where I was able to serve as a camp counselor and be a pastoral  
presence for the week. Once we got back, Vacation Bible School started and I have been able to serve all 
week as a leader with our Jr High youth serving our community.  
Often times, when I have the opportunity to serve as an advisor or a counselor for activities with our youth, 
people assume that I go to minister to them… shoot, that’s the assumption that I make too… and yet, it never 
fails, their witness and faith minister to me in return.  
This particular group of youth, I’ve known since they were born… I have watched them grow… I have had 
the honor to baptize some of them too… and now I get to see them shine. They shine God’s love and light in 
all the places. If you ever need a faith pick-me-up, talk to the youth. Hear their stories. If you want to know 
what strength, courage, love, or creativity looks like, talk to our youth. We all have so much to learn from 
them and I pray that our hearts, minds, and ears remain open to learning and growing in faith alongside them. 
In August and early September, we’ll have the opportunity to hear about their summer experiences, and I am 
looking forward to hearing from them, and I pray you are too! 
And now, after 3 weeks of not sleeping in my own bed, but rather on the floor or in a bunk, I am greatly  
looking forward to a much-needed week of vacation. I will be out of the office July 26-August 2, and I am 
hoping to come back renewed and refreshed!  

~Pastor Mandy    

July Stewardship by the Numbers 
 

Average Weekly Attendance: 79 
YouTube Views: 33 

 
 

 
 

Average Weekly Giving:  $7,477.00 
 



Happenings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

House of Mercy 
Workday  

 
Thursday August 

14th  
 

1:00pm—4:00pm  



Events 

Pastor Mark Installation Service 
August 31st 10:30am 

By Doug Veal 
 
 

The installation service is an important beginning to a pastor's service 
at a congregation. While Pastor Mark has already been working in the 
congregation, this service will be an important part of him joining into 
the ongoing work of the Manassas congregation. During this service, 
Pastor Mark and the congregation will each make vows to God and to 
one another to work together to further the ministry of God in that  
congregation. Often, the pastor officially becomes a member of the 
congregation at this service (though sometimes that can happen prior to 

it). The service helps to remind us of our Brethren commitment that while the congregation has 
called the pastor to leadership we are all called to be ministers of Jesus Christ. Through this 
service, the pastor and congregation are prayerfully making joint commitments to live out the 
good news of Jesus Christ.  

 
 
 
 
 

Retirees’ Luncheon 
Thursday August 21st 

1:00pm  
 

Great American Buffet 
8365 Sudley Road 



Sunday School  

From the Christian Education Team 
Sunday School Teachers Needed for 

School Year 2025-2026 
 

Manassas Church of the Brethren is a  
community of care, where our 

 relationships matter, and our Christian 
discipleship counts. 

 
The Christian Education Team is tasked 
with supporting our education ministries by 
offering Sunday School options for all ages. 

Our church members and friends attend offerings weekly that include Nursery (as 
needed), K-5, Jr. High, Sr. High, and adult Sunday School options of traditional 
Sunday School class on a variety of topics, such as book studies, Lenten and      
Advent devotionals, or attend Handbells, or the Cards and Caring Hands Class. 
We need teachers and leaders for all age groups. If you are willing to serve as a 
Sunday School teacher or facilitator for any of our classes, please reach out to the 
church office, Donna H., Christian Education Team Chair, Kim S., Nancy S., or 
Mark Pickens, Associate Pastor. 

 



The week of July 21-25 we hosted Vacation Bible School with our brothers and sisters from Midland 
Church of the Brethren. There were 24 children, or travelers, in attendance - toddlers through 
eighth graders.  Each of these travelers experienced the love of God through our volunteers - of 
which we had as many as 26 on any given day.  Altogether, there were over 40 people from both 
Manassas and Midland Churches who supported the planning for and fulfillment of VBS.  Volunteers’ 
efforts went beyond the three hour sessions of VBS.  Volunteers prepared lessons, gathered materi-
als, planned decorations, organized events for the Junior High, printed name tags, purchased nec-
essary items, and countless other tasks to make the week of VBS a success.   
 
Each morning travelers gathered in the sanctuary for Opening Assembly and Music.  Navigator 
Amelia and Scout, a dog puppet, set the stage by sharing songs and the featured Bible story.  They 
also used this time to review the Green Light Verse - The Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go - Joshua 1:9 -  and introduce Mile Markers - phrases that deepened understanding of the Green 
Light Verse.  These Mile Markers coincided with the featured Bible story each day.  Travelers active-
ly engaged with these Bible stories when they visited the Bible Storyteller Station.  The Green Light 
Verse and Mile Markers were further reinforced and repeated at each station throughout the morn-
ings.  Interests were piqued while at the Science Station; the Snack Station provided a place to re-
fuel; the Craft Station provided a creative outlet where travelers constructed their own mementos 
for the week; and the Recreation Station provided the space to move, problem solve and cooper-
ate.  To get from station to station, Crew Leaders guided children safely with great love and care!   
 
At VBS, we didn’t simply hear about God’s love.  We had the opportunity to share God’s love with 
others!  While the elementary-aged children were engaged in the church building, our Junior High-
ers went out into the community.  In addition, our Mission Project was to collect five suitcases 
worth of clothing and household items for Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid - a group that offers long-
term resettlement support to migrants - individuals who have been ‘on the go’ - who have chosen 
to make the DC area their home.  We went above and beyond this goal!   
 
Thank you for your support of this summer tradition! 

VBS Wrap-up by Megan A., VBS Director 





Weekly Worship Helpers Sign-Ups 



Office Help Needed! 

Church Office Volunteers Needed! September 2nd – 
September 12th   

 
Our Church Office Administrator, Kim Beaty, 
will be on vacation from September 1st – Sep-
tember 14th. We’re looking for someone to help 
cover the basics during that time: opening the 
church, bringing in the mail, answering the 
phone, and answering the door for visitors and 
deliveries. We are looking for someone to be in 

the office from 9am—12pm.. If you’re able to help on one or more of those days, 
please click here to sign-up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-57553151-office 

. 

Save the Date!  
 

MCOB Fall Festival  
 

Saturday October 25th 
 

6:00pm—8:00pm 
 

Look for more information 
to come!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-57553151-office
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A5AD29ABF94-57553151-office


130th Anniversary 

Donate to our 130th Anniversary Fund!  
 

Click Here to donate: https://www.manassasbrethren.org/support.html 

https://www.manassasbrethren.org/support.html
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MANASSAS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
10047 NOKESVILLE ROAD 
MANASSAS VIRGINIA 20110 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

August Birthdays  
3-DAVID L. 
3-SUSAN D. 

4-JIM F. 
4-SAMANTHA K/ 

4-ALENE M.  
5-LELAND F. 

5-MIKE H.  
7-JORDAN R.  
9-ABIGAIL C. 

13-STEPHANIE P. 
14-AMELIA  B. 

16-JEFF R. 
17-TODD P. 
18-EMIL L. 
19-PAUL V. 

20-BEVERLY V. 

 
 

21-SUSAN W.  
22-DANA C.  
22-JULIE F.  

22-WAYNE S. 
26-KIM C. 

27 –LAYLA H. 
28-MALACHI M. 

29-ERIC A. 
30-PATTY B. 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  
 

4-PAUL AND KATE M. 
11-JAMIE AND PATTY B. 

12-JARED AND KRISTA K. 
14-TRAVIS AND AMANDA  

B. 
18-BILL AND CHRISTIE K. 

24-JIM AND DIANE F. 
 


